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THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 


WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  URBAN,  HATFIELD  RURAL 
AND  WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICTS 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  1968.  The  main  body  of  the  report 
covers  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Departments  of  the  District  Councils, 
information  on  the  personal  health  and  welfare  services  of  the  County  Council 
being  appended  as  a  supplement.  The  sections  dealing  with  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  Area  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  have  been 
compiled  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  provide  a  detailed  review  of 
their  work  throughout  the  year. 

There  were  no  adverse  factors  to  upset  the  high  standard  of  health 
maintained  in  each  District,  the  principal  vital  statistics  being  in  accord 
with  those  in  neighbouring  Districts  and  comparing  favourably  with  the  National 
rates.  The  slight  fall  in  the  estimated  mid-year  population  in  Welwyn  Garden 
City  is  due  to  a  variation  in  the  preparing  of  the  estimate  by  the  Registrar 
General  and  not  to  a  sudden  exodus  from  the  town.  The  birth  rates  continue 
at  their  low  levels  of  the  past  five  years  while  the  standardised  death  rates 
approximate  to  the  National  rate.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  in  each 
District  is  low  and  compares  very  favourably  with  the  National  and  County 
figure. 


The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  remained  low  in  each  District 
with  no  enteric  fever  or  dysentery.  The  list  of  notifiable  diseases  was 
amended  by  the  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act  19^8  and  the  Public  Health 
(Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations  1968  to  bring  notification  more  closely  in 
line  with  current  clinical  criteria  of  infection.  Infectious  Jaundice  is  now 
generally  notifiable.  The  local  notifications  received  during  the  year  relate 
to  sporadic  infection,  the  outbreak  in  1966  having  completely  subsided.  Measles 
vaccination  introduced  in  June  had  almost  eliminated  this  disease  throughout  the 
Districts  by  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Once  again  I  can  record  a  year  of 
complete  freedom  from  smallpox,  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis  due  to  the 
continued  support  of  the  vaccination  and  immunisation  schemes. 

Although  no  major  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  or  dysentery  occurred 
during  the  year  a  number  of  abdominal  upsets  were  reported  which  investigation 
shewed  to  be  due  to  bacterial  growth  in  food.  The  changed  pattern  of  food 
sales,  particularly  the  increased  sales  of  spit  roasted  poultry,  cooked  meats 
and  ice  cream  products  places  increased  responsibilities  on  the  staffs  of 
retail  food  shops,  restaurants  and  hotels.  Attention  has  been  drawn  by  the 
Ministry  to  the  hazard  of  contamination  of  meat  and  poultry  with  salmonella 
and  Clostridia  organisms  during  preparation  and  the  need  for  adequate  cooking 
of  these  products  and  proper  storage  conditions,  but  the  destruction  of 
bacteria  by  cooking  should  not  be  regarded  as  an  alternative  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  highest  standards  of  cleanliness  throughout  the  preparing  and  storage 
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of  food.  There  is  a  need  for  stricter  attention  to  the  proper  maintenance 
of  cold  storage  cabinets  and  the  particular  temperature  needs  for  certain  foods 
during  spells  of  hot  weather  in  the  summer  while  the  lack  of  adequate  space  and 
facilities  for  preparing  and  storing  food  is  still  the  major  obstacle  to  clean 
food  practice  in  restaurants  and  retail  food  shops.  Lecture  demonstrations  on 
food  hygiene  are  given  by  the  department  at  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfield  but 
many  managers  could  do  more  to  encourage  young  learners  in  the  catering  and  food 
trades  to  attend  a  basic  course  in  food  hygiene. 

Significant  reports  on  local  government  management,  reorganisation  of 
the  social  services  and  health  service  administration  during  the  past  year  has 
provoked  much  discussion  on  the  future  pattern  of  local  government  and 
particularly  of  the  health  and  social  services.  While  efficiency  is  not  the 
prerogative  of  the  large  authority,  services  can  be  administered  efficiently 
and  humanely  by  large  government  units.  The  trend  towards  large  unitary 
authorities,  by  providing  the  opportunity  for  greater  responsibility  and 
participation  in  government  by  the  elected  representative  and  the  local 
government  officer  could  undoubtedly  improve  the  calibre  of  local  government 
administration  as  a  whole  and  avoid  much  outdated  and  uninspired  committee  work. 
It  is  however  to  be  hoped  that  these  major  proposals  for  reorganisation  will 
not  be  considered  in  isolation  for  final  conclusions  on  their  implementation 
must  await  relevant  criticism  and  full  realization  of  the  implications  of  these 
inter  related  reports  as  a  whole.  In  the  meantime  existing  local  authorities, 
says  the  Redcliffe-Maud  Commission  in  its  report  "should  press  on  without 
delay  in  rationalising  their  own  administrative  methods".  While  it  may  seem 
to  be  a  discouraging  exercise  to  modernize  an  administrative  structure  destined 
for  disruption  in  the  near  future,  there  is  obviously  much  to  be  said  for 
anticipating  the  changes  in  the  local  pattern  which  will  eventually  emerge  and 
to  seek  to  evolve  a  scheme  of  efficient  administration  in  line  with  other 
departments  of  the  Health  and  Social  Services. 

The  reconstituted  Council  of  Social  Service  in  Welwyn  Garden  City 
will  it  is  hoped  provide  a  focus  for  coordinating  the  wealth  of  voluntary 
community  service  in  the  town  and  together  with  the  Hatfield  Council  of 
Social  Service  could  form  a  most  important  link  between  the  coordinated 
social  work  department  envisaged  in  the  Seebohm  Report  and  the  local  voluntary 
organisations . 

The  third  and  final  annual  Mental  Health  Week,  promoted  by  the 
National  Association  for  Mental  Health  and  the  National  Society  for  Mentally 
Handicapped  Children,  was  held  in  June  with  the  principal  object  of  stimulating 
the  interest  of  the  public,  and  their  active  participation.  A  programme  of 
meetings  was  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  local  societies,  and  a  display 
set  up  to  illustrate  recent  advances  in  the  prevention,  treatment  and  care  of 
the  mentally  ill  and  the  mentally  handicapped.  The  Mid  Herts  area  is  very 
well  served  both  by  the  major  psychiatric  units  and  Cell  Barnes  Hospital  for 
the  care  of  the  mentally  sub-normal,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  community  to  play 
an  active  part  in  supporting  the  work  of  the  doctors,  nurses  and  social  workers 
who  day  by  day  are  engaged  in  this  exacting  but  rewarding  work. 
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In  April  a  campaign  to  promote  the  safe  care  of  medicines  in  the  home 
and  the  handing  in  of  unwanted  tablets  was  organised  in  which  the  newly  formed 
Hatfield  Home  Safety  Committee  played  a  major  role.  Considerable  quantities 
of  surplus  tablets  and  capsules  were  handed  in  in  each  district  for  destruction 
in  a  local  furnace,  including  a  wide  range  of  dangerous  drugs. 

Figures  available  from  the  Special  Treatments  Centres  in  local  hospitals 
do  not  suggest  that  Venereal  Diseases  are  a  serious  problem  in  Mid  Hertfordshire. 
The  number  of  new  cases  of  syphilis  is  small,  but  attendances  for  gonorrhoea 
continue  to  show  a  marked  increase  year  by  year  in  line  with  the  figures  in 
neighbouring  towns.  Prospects  for  early  solution  of  this  problem  seem  remote 
in  the  present  climate  of  increasing  permissive  sexual  relationships  among  certain 
groups  of  young  people.  The  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
November  drew  attention  to  the  need  for  a  review  of  current  schemes  of  contact 
tracing  to  provide  more  effective  control  of  the  sources  of  venereal  infection 
particularly  gonorrhoea,  and  urged  local  health  authorities  to  join  with  the 
Treatment  Centres  in  a  determined  effort  to  reduce  the  number  of  new  cases. 

To  this  end  discussions  have  been  held  with  Dr.  G.  Ewart  Cree  the  newly  appointed 
Consultant  Venereologist  in  charge  of  the  Special  Clinics  who  readily  agreed  to 
provide  figure© giving  quarterly  attendances  from  the  Mid  Herts  area  at  Luton, 

St.  Albans  and  Hitchin.  Arrangements  for  contact  tracing  have  been  strengthened 
with  direct  liaison  between  Health  Visitors  selected  for  this  work,  and  the  staffs 
of  the  Centres. 

By  the  end  of  1968  a  total  of  82  young  persons  in  Mid  Hertfordshire 
had  come  to  the  notice  of  the  police  or  medical  authorities  as  users  of  heroin 
since  1st  January  1967.  66  of  these  resided  in  Welwyn  Garden  City.  All  have 

received  medical  treatment  for  this  addiction,  the  majority  being  maintained  on 
carefully  graduated  amounts  of  physeptone,  a  less  addictive  substitute  prescribed 
at  the  drug  treatment  centre  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  or  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Hospital.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  known  heroin  users  was  mainly  due  to 
improved  reporting  and  registration.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  restrictions 
on  the  prescribing  of  heroin  had  resulted  in  the  virtual  disappearance  of  this 
drug  and  consequently  a  halt  to  fresh  cases  of  heroin  addiction.  On  the  other 
hand  the  police  department  reported  wider  use  of  other  stimulants  and 
hallucinating  drugs  particularly  methedrine,  barbiturates  and  cannabis,  the 
number  of  prosecutions  for  possession  of  these  drugs  in  Hertfordshire  increasing 
by  almost  a  half  each  year.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
coordination  of  social  and  educational  efforts  to  combat  addiction  in  Welwyn 
Garden  City  and  Hatfield  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  in  the  future 
assist  young  people  to  resist  the  false  allure  and  temptation  of  drug  taking 
groups.  The  band  of  former  heroin  takers  will  however  need  the  full  support 
and  understanding  of  the  public  in  their  difficulties  as  they  seek  to  rehabilitate 
themselves  and  shape  their  future  ffor  these  young  people  face  tremendous  problems 
and  temptations  and  will  need  prolonged  help  both  from  the  doctors  and  social 
workers  and  also  the  community. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  again  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
and  assistance  given  by  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the  respective  District 
Councils,  and  especially  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  who  have  helped  me  by 
carrying  out  much  detailed  work  in  addition  to  their  routine  duties. 


July,  1969 
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G.  R.  TAYLOR 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  URBAN 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  19 68. 


*  *  *  *  *  * 

cron 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


G.R.  TAYLOR,  M.B. ,  B.S.  (London)  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. ,  D.P.H, 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


E.P.  RIGBY,  M.B.E.,  M.B. ,  B.S.,  D.P.H. ,  D.T.M.  &  H, 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

L.  GARDINER,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 
D.H.  RATLIFF,  Cert.  P.H.I.E.B. 


Public  Health  Assistant: 
T.D.E.  TREVIS 

Rodent  Operative: 

E.J.  THOMAS 


Clerks : 

Mrs.  D.L.  WALLACE 
A.A.W.  CALLABY 
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WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Al*@cl  Ul  3.CP6S  »  »  e  o  o  e  .  .  .  .  o  .  •  .  «  .  4  ,  2  I 
Population  (raid  year  1968  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  41,150 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1969  . ...  12,586 
Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1969  ....  £3»4l8,027 
Product  of  a  penny  rate,  1 968/69  . ...  . ...  ....  £14,100 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Total 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  292 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  598 

Rate  per  1,000  population  14.5 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5« 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  11.6 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  605 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  7 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  12.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,00C  Legitimate  live  births  10.6 

Illegitimate  ”  M  "  n  Illegitimate  11  33<>3 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  6.7 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  6.7 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  l8.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  Nil 
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Population 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  in  Mid  1968 
was  41,130;  that  is  310  less  than  his  figure  for  1967.  This  fall 
in  the  population  is  in  part  due  to  the  continuing  fall  in  the 
number  of  births  and  the  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths. 

Births  in  1964  were  three  times  the  number  of  deaths,  in 
1968  they  were  just  double „  In  spite  of  this  downward  trend  the 
number  of  illegitimate  live  births  remains  fairly  constant  at 
between  30  and  40  a  year. 

Deaths 


The  General  Register  Office  has  revised  the  classification  used 
in  relation  to  records  and  statistics  for  1968.  Broadly  equivalent 
categories  are  available  for  comparison  with  previous  records  but 
exact  comparability  cannot  be  assumed* 

The  increasing  number  of  deaths  is  a  reflection  of  the  ageing 
of  the  population*  Once  again  deaths  from  cerebro-vascular  accident 
and  cancer  are  high  on  the  list,  whilst  heart  disease  retains  its 
position  at  the  top*  The  only  satisfaction  to  be  obtained  is  the 
fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  road  traffic  and  other  accidents. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Ave.  past 

five  years 

Heart  Diseases 

51 

31 

82 

64 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7 

3 

12 

9 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

43 

29 

74 

33 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis 

21 

23 

46 

30 

Pneumonia 

6 

14 

20 

12 

Bronchitis  &  other  respiratory  diseases  19 

3 

24 

13 

Road  Traffic  and  other  accidents 

3 

1 

6 

9 

Luekaemia 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Nephritis 

3 

1 

4 

— 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Diabetes 

... 

2 

2 

3 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Measles 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Pregnancy 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  - 

- 

— 

— 

Other  defined  causes 

6 

6 

12 

18 

166 

126 

292 

Deaths  from  Cancer:  Total  74 


Respiratory  tract  -  24  Alimentary  tract  and  liver  -  30 

Breast  -  6  Uterus  -  1  Unclassified  -  13 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates: 


The  following  table  shows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1964  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1968. 


The  rate  of  fall  in  the  birth  rate  since  1964  is  much  in 
excess  of  the  national  trend,  from  18.4  to  l6«9  in  the  same  period, 
and  in  the  circumstances  it  appears  likely  that  any  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  from  an  anticipated  change  in  the  National  trend  will  not 
necessarily  have  a  local  application. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  for  the  first  time,  the  standardised 
death  rate,  the  death  rate  which  would  have  applied  had  Welwyn  Garden 
City  the  same  distribution  of  population  by  age  and  sex  as  the  whole 
country,  is  in  excess  of  the  standardised  birth  rate  and  is  for  the 
second  year  in  excess  of  the  National  figure. 
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Infant  Mortality 


The  ages  and  causes  of  death  reported  were  as  follows 


1 

2 

4 

3 

3 

3 
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Age 

Sex 

Cause  of  death 

hour 

F 

Prematurity 

days 

M 

Congenital  defect  of  the  heart 

days 

M 

Prematurity 

months 

M 

Allergic  reaction  to  cows  milk 

months 

F 

Bronchiolitis 

months 

M 

Bronchiolitis 

months 

F 

Measles  encephalitis 

Congenital  abnormalities  and  the  hazards  of  being  born  continue 
to  be  significant  causes  of  early  death,  whilst  infections  of  the  lungs 
continue  to  cause  deaths  in  the  later  months. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received  during  the  year 


Scarlet  Fever 

14 

(14) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

24 

(21) 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

(11) 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

(-) 

Measles 

90 

(974) 

Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

(-) 

Pneumonia 

6 

(16) 

Erysipelas 

1 

(  4) 

Encephalitis 

1 

(-) 

Infectious  Jaundice 

7 

(  8) 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1967. 


The  list  of  notifiable  diseases  was  amended  as  from 
1st  October  1968  by  sections  47-49  of  the  Health  Services  and  Public 
Health  Act  of  1968  and  the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases) 
Regulations  1988.  In  addition  to  food  poisoning,  the  infectious 
diseases  now  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are 


Acute  encephalitis 
Acute  meningitis 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Anthrax 


Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  fever 

Scarlet  fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  fever 

Typhus 

Whooping  cough 
Yellow  fever 


Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery  (amoebic  or  bacillary) 

Infectious  jaundice 

Leprosy 

Leptospirosis 

Malaria 

Measles 


Notification  of  the  following 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia 
Acute  primary  pneumonia 
Acute  rheumatism 


diseases  is  no  longer  required 

Erysipelas 
Membranous  croup 
Puerperal  pyrexia 


Whooping  cough  is  most  dangerous  when  affecting  children 
under  the  age  of  2  years,  and  especially  when  under  the  age  of  1. 
Only  3  of  the  affected  children  were  in  this  age  group  and  of  these 
one  was  under  the  age  for  routine  prophylaxis.  There  is  no  record 
of  protective  inoculation  in  the  case  of  the  other  two. 

Measles  normally  occurs  in  epidemic  form  every  two  years. 
1968  was  not  an  epidemic  year;  however  there  was  a  limited  outbreak 
during  the  middle  of  the  year.  75  of  the  91  cases  notified  were 
reported  between  21st  June  and  20th  September.  Measles  vaccination 
was  started  in  June,  first  in  infant  schools  and  nursery  groups  and 
later  in  infant  welfare  clinics.  No  further  cases  were  reported 
between  20th  September  and  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Infectious  Jaundice 


Experience  suggests  that  between  epidemic  outbreaks,  this 
disease  affects  mainly  adolescents  and  adults,  presumably  because  of 
the  greater  range  of  their  activities  and  the  resulting  increased 
chance  of  exposure  to  infection.  The  ages  of  patients  notified 
in  1968  were,  10,  l4,  15,  18  and  22  years. 

Tuberculosis 


Five  patients,  already  registered  and  under  treatment  or 
observation  following  treatment  elsewhere  moved  into  the  town  during 
19680  Six  local  cases  were  notified,  their  ages  being 
22,  34,  50,  54,  55  and  6l  years. 

The  number  of  local  infections  notified  during  the  past 
five  years  were 

1964  1965  1966  1967  1968 

5  7  8  4  6 

The  steady  level  of  notifications  with  an  average  figure 
of  6  is  in  contrast  with  the  two  preceeding  5  year  periods,  the 
average  annual  number  of  notifications  for  1959  to  1963  being  9 9 
and  for  1954  to  1958,  14.  It  is  possible  that  what  we  are  seeing 

now  is  the  reactivation  of  long  standing  and  dormant  rather  than 
fresh  infections.  The  decline  in  notifications  is  in  line  and  a 
little  bit  ahead  of  the  national  figure. 

The  decision  was  made  in  1967  to  lower  the  age  for  routine 
tuberculosis  testing  from  13  to  11  years.  As  a  first  step 
children  in  form  2  and  3  of  secondary  schools  were  tested  in  1968, 

80 6%  of  children  in  these  two  forms  gave  a  positive  reaction  to  the 
test,  1195  boys  and  girls  received  B.C,G,  vaccine. 
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Housing 


During  the  year  work  was  commenced  on  the  redevelopment 
scheme  in  Cole  Green  Lane  to  provide  42  flats  and  42  garages  in  1969. 

Owing  to  growing  commitments  to  provide  housing  for  key 
workers  in  local  industry  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  found 
it  necessary  to  reduce  the  allocation  of  houses  to  the  Council 
for  letting  to  applicants  on  the  Council  waiting  list.  This 
coupled  with  the  lack  of  new  Council  houses,  had  a  marked  adverse 
effect  on  the  Council  waiting  list  during  the  yean. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  the  following 
details  of  the  Council's  housing  progress 


As  at 

As  at 

31.12.67 

31.12.68 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council 

3,024 

3,024 

Number  of  garages  owned  by  the  Council 

823 

823 

Number  of  families  housed  during  the  year 

l8l 

105 

Position  of  Application  Register 

Priority  grades 

207 

281 

Non-priority  grades 

168 

166 

Engaged  couples 

233 

335 

Phase  3  of  the  Panshanger  scheme  for  sale  houses  is  now 
well  ahead  and  it  is  hoped  to  commence  building  by  the  middle 
of  1969.  It  is  envisaged  that  the  first  completed  houses  will 
be  handed  over  in  March  1970*  The  block  of  one  bedroomed  flats 

at  Haldens,  known  as  Blythway  House  was  completed  during  the  year. 
An  agreement  between  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  and  the 
Urban  District  Council  was  reached  whereby  as  from  the  1st 
January  1969,  the  Commission  would  allocate  50 %  of  all  true 
vacancies  to  the  Council  for  nominees  from  their  waiting  list. 

This  arrangement  is  to  be  reviewed  at  the  end  of  December  1969. 

The  waiting  period  for  applicants  nominated  under  the  Industrial 
Selection  Scheme  is  approximately  five  months.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  Moss  Green  bungalows  will  be  connected  up  with  a  call  bell 
system  to  warden  accommodation  during  1969* 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1 .  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Chief  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist  of  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company 
provides  monthly  reports  regarding  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied  to 
this  district.  They  may  he  summarised  as  follows:  - 


Month 

obtained 

1968 

Total 

Samnles 

Examined 

Bacterioloe:icallv 

Examined 

Chemicallv 

January 

42 

41 

1 

February 

39 

37 

2 

March 

43 

41 

2 

April 

44 

42 

2 

May 

49 

46 

3 

June 

40 

39 

1 

July 

54 

51 

3 

August 

42 

40 

2 

September 

35 

33 

2 

October 

48 

46 

2 

November 

22 

21 

1 

December 

24 

22 

2 

482 

459 

23 

All  the  samples  were  considered  to  conform  to  the  standards  of 
purity  suitable  for  public  supply. 

General 

Every  dwelling  in  the  area  has  a  direct  supply  piped  from  the 
public  mains,  and  the  water  supply  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  both 
quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year. 

Seven  complaints  were  investigated  during  the  year.  Four  were 
found  to  be  due  to  contamination  of  the  water  tanks,  and  the  extraneous 
matter  was  removed.  The  other  three  complaints  referred  to  an  unpleasant 
taste  in  the  water,  and  these  were  passed  to  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Co. 
for  attention. 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  town  is  served  on  a  separate  system.  Foul  sewage  is  gathered 
by  tributory  sewers  and  by  means  of  gravity  or  through  one  of  five  pump¬ 
ing  stations  and  is  discharged  via  the  Mimram  Valley  Outfall  Sewer  to 
the  Middle  Lea  Regional  Works  at  Ryemeads. 
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Rivers  and  Streams 


A  portion  of  the  River  Mimram  (  approximately  one  mile)  runs  through 
the  northern  part  of  the  district,  and  a  portion  of  the  River  Lea  (approx 
imately  half  a  mile)  runs  through  the  southern  part  of  the  districto 

3.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

With  the  exception  of  one  cottage,  situated  on  the  north-western 
■boundary  of  the  district,  all  the  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water 
carriage  system.  There  are  no  sewers  in  the  vicinity  of  this  cottage. 

4 „  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  in  motor  vehicles  by  the  Council® s 
staff.  The  refuse  is  taken  to  the  tip  at  Cole  G-reen  owned  hy  Inns 
&  Co.  Ltd. 

(h)  Street  cleansing  is  carried  out  hy  mechanical  sweepers  supplemented 
hy  manual  sweeping  as  necessary. 

(  c)  G-ully  Cleansing:  - 

All  gullies  for  which  the  Council  is  responsible  are  emptied  and 
flushed  three  times  a  year  hy  Contract  G-ully  Cleansing  Ltd.  who 
have  a  contract  with  the  Council  for  this  purpose. 

(  d)  Dustbins: - 

The  provision  of  galvanised  iron  dustbins  is  enforced  under  Section 
64  of  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1932. 
Notifications  of  defective  bins  are  passed  to  the  Health  Department 
by  the  refuse  collectors  and  the  owner  of  the  premises  is  required 
to  provide  the  necessary  replacement  bin. 

5.  SHOPS 

Hygiene  in  food  shops  and  the  welfare  of  assistants  in  all  shops 
necessitates  frequent  visiting  of  premises  covered  by  the  Pood  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  and/or  The  Shops  Act,  1950c  Six  hundred  and  twenty-one  such 
visits  were  made  during  the  year  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  action 
taken. 


Defects 

found 

Defects 

remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

000 

•  0  • 

11 

11 

Sanitary  Defects 

0  •  c 

•  •  0 

4 

4 

Infringements  of  The 

Shops 

Act 

31 

31 

Other  Defects 

000 

0  9  0 

15 

15 

Sixty-one  Notices  were 

served  and  these  were 

all  complied  with 

6.  THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1 963 

This  Act,  which  made  fresh  provisions  for  the  health,  safety  and 
welfare  of  so  many  workers,  has  been  hacked  by  fifty-eight  Ministry 
circulars  and  ten  Orders  or  Regulations  made  under  the  enabling  powers. 

The  total  number  of  premises  registered  with  this  Authority  at 
the  end  of  1968  was  two  hundred  and  eighty,  and  the  number  of  employees 
was  six  thousand  and  five. 

Visits  of  all  kinds  to  these  premises  totalled  four  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  and  one  hundred  and  four  infringements  of  the  Act  were 


found  and  dealt  with. 

Inadequate  first  aid  equipment  ..  14 
Inadequate  washing  facilities  . .  8 
Danger  or  obstruction  ..  ..  20 
Heating,  lighting  and  ventilation  22 
Overcrowding  . .  . .  4 
Lack  of  maintenance  .  *  ..  21 
Others  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 


Thirty-three  accidents,  where  employees  were  away  from  work  for 
more  than  three  days  were  notified  to  this  Authority.  No  accident 
was  fatal,  but  investigations  were  carried  out  in  each  case  whenever 
the  accident  could  have  been  avoided  by  precautionary  measures. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  one  case  where  a  17-year 
old  lad  severed  the  tops  of  two  fingers  whilst  cleaning  a  bacon  slicer. 
The  firm  pleaded  guilty  on  two  of  the  charges  and  were  fined  a  total 
of  £20  with  £7/7/Od  costs.  Following  this  accident  visits  were  made 
to  all  the  other  food  shops  in  the  town  where  food  slicers  are  used. 
Management  and  staff  were  asked  to  ensure  that  the  proper  precautions 
are  taken  when  these  machines  are  operated  and  cleaned,  and  the  law 
applicable  to  the  machines  was  explained  carefully. 
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7.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


(a)  Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 

by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors; - 

Factories  (  with  mechanical  power)  . ..  251 

Factories  (without  mechanical  power)  . .. 
Licensed  premises  . .  •  . . .  ...  20 

Surveys  and  visits  for  Rodent  Control...  445 
Shops  ...  ...  ...  o . .  009 

Insect  Pests  (other  than  bed  bugs)  0.o  111 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^4 

Visits  to  Public  Health  Laboratories  ...  31 

Dwelling  Houses  (under  Housing  Acts)  ...  47 

Inspections  or  Visits  re  ...  ... 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  396 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  125 

Council  Property  (other  than  houses)  30 
Noise  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  78 

Dustbins  and  accumulations  of  refuse  140 
Destruction  of  bed  bugs  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  1 1 8 

Number  of  Notices  ...  149 
(These  Notices  were  all  complied  with) 

8.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT  AND  AIR  POLLUTION 


Smoke  observations 

made 

0  0  e 

89 

Smoke  nuisances  or 

contraventions 

©  ®  O 

7 

Air  pollution  observations  ... 

O  ®  © 

162 

9.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Three  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year. 
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HOUSING 


Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 


( a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  for  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  300 

(b)  Number  of  visits  made  for  this  purpose  410 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to 

be  fit  or  in  which  defects  were  found  95 

The  necessary  work  was  carried  out  in  each  case. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  MILK 

(i)  Biological  Examinations 


The  County  Council  obtains  samples  of  raw  milk  from  Tuberculin  Tested 
and  non-designated  herds  and  has  them  examined  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus.  No  report  of  the  presence  of  either  of  these 
organisms  was  received  during  1968. 

( ii)  Milk  Sampling 

Seventy- eight  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  during  the  year  for  testing 
at  the  public  health  laboratories.  The  samples  were  obtained  from  delivery 
vehicles,  shops  and  milk  depots. 


No. of 

Type  of  milk  samples 

samples 

Pasteurised  Milk  ... 

38 

Pasteurised  &  Homogenised  Milk 

7 

Pasteurised  Channel  Island  Milk 

25 

Sterilised  Milk  ... 

8 

Investigations  were  carried  out  when  five  of  the  samples  failed  on 
test  and  subsequent  samples  taken  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

2.  ICE  CREAM  AND  SIMILAR  PRODUCTS 

Eighty-eight  samples  of  ice  cream  and  lollies  were  obtained  during 
the  year  and  twelve  of  these  ( all  soft  ice  cream)  failed  to  satisfy  the 


methylene  blue  test. 

Type  of  Ice  Cream 

Provisional  Grade 

Satisfactory 

1  2 

Unsatisfactory 

1— _ k 

Total 

Wrapped  Briekettes 

24 

- 

— 

— 

24 

Wrapped  Choc-bars 

3 

1 

— 

- 

4 

Iced  Cream  Lollies 

14 

— 

- 

— 

14 

Soft  or  loose  Ice  Cream 

27 

7 

8 

4 

46 

Total 

68 

8 

8 

4 

88 

Follow  up  samples  were  taken  from  the  source  of  the  failures  and 
these  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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5.  COMPLAINTS  BY  THE  GENERAL  PUBLIC  CONCERNING  FOOD 

Twenty-one  complaints  were  received  about  food  purchased  in  the  town. 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Food  containing  foreign  matter 

•  •  © 

No.  of  complaints 

9 

Food  with  abnormal  taste  or  smell 

0  0  0 

4 

Food  mouldy  or  decomposing 

0  0  0 

4 

Others 

0  0  0 

4 

Each  case  was  investigated  and,  as  far  as  possible,  steps  were  taken 
which  would  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  complaint. 

6.  VISITS  MADE  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  CONTROLLING  FOOD 


Examination  of  meat  and  other  foods  ...  1 1 5 
Food  sampling  ...  12 4 
Re  Sale  of  ice  cream  ...  48 
Mobile  Vehicles  selling  ice  cream  ...  22 
Mobile  Vehicles  selling  other  foods  ...  2 6 
Laboratories  with  food  samples  ...  12 

7.  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


(Where  more  than  one  principal  trade  is  carried  on  at 
one  shop,  each  such  trade  is  separately  recorded) 

Trade  No.  in  Town  No.  of  visits  made 


Industrial  Canteens 

18 

14 

School  Canteens 

28 

45 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

15 

66 

Licensed  Premises 

15 

20 

Food  Manufacturers 

6 

58 

Butchers 

19 

193 

Fishmongers 

7 

74 

Grocers 

18 

269 

Greengrocers 

19 

53 

Confectioners 

17 

32 

Miscellaneous  Food  Premises 

7 

5 

Informal  Notices  :  41  •  These  were  all  complied  with 

Satisfactory  provisions  have  been  made  in  all  the  food  premises  for 
hand  washing  and  the  washing  of  equipment  to  comply  with  Regulations  1 6 
and  19  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960. 
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2.  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  (Excluding  Milk  and  Ice  Cream) 

The  amount  of  food  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  6,426  lbs.,  made  up  as  follows 


Uncooked  Food 

lbs, 

Meat  ... 

...  3,165 

Fish 

.  .  o  284 

Poultry  0 . . 

0.0  89 

(ii)  Frozen  Foods  (due  to  refrigerator  breakdown) 


Vegetables  ... 

453 

Fish  . 

481 

Meat 

314 

Ice  Cream  &  Lollies 

125 

Poultry  G . . 

33 

Miscellaneous  ... 

224 

Food  in  Containers 

Meat 

215 

Vegetables 

965 

Milk  . 

4 

Fruit 

40 

Fish 

28 

Miscellaneous  ... 

6 

LABORATORY  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  of  food  are  carried  out 
on  behalf  of  the  Council,  as  occasion  requires,  at:- 

(i)  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

Thresh  House,  Verulam  Street, 

G-ray^s  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.1. 

( ii)  Public  Analyst , 

20  East cheap, 

London,  E.C.3. 

(iii)  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital, 

Lewsey  Road,  Luton. 

Bacteriological  examination  only  is  carried  out  at:- 

(iv)  Hill  End  Laboratory, 

Hill  End  Hospital,  St.  Albans. 

(v)  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital, 

Welwyn  G-arden  City. 
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4.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1 955 

The  provisions  of  this  Act,  concerning  adulteration,  are  administered 
by  the  County  Council.  Forty-five  samples  of  food  or  drugs  in  common  use 
were  obtained  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  during  the  year  by  Sampling  Officers  of 


the  County  Council.  The  following  list 
informal  samples  obtained. 

Sample 
Pure  Coffee 
Milk  Gerber  Test 

"  C.I.  "  " 

«»  n  n 

Orange  Drink  ( consumer  complaint  ) 

Iced  Lemon  Tea  Mix 
Rhubarb  in  Syrup 
Pineapple  Cubes 
Rice  &  Prunes 

Chicken  Broth  with  Veg.  &  Cereal 
Vegetable,  Lamb  &  Liver 
Devon  Sponge  Cake  Mix 
Corn  Flakes 
Quick  Quaker  Oats 
Ice  Cream 
Koola  Twin 
Beef  Mince 
Pork  Chops 
Cooking  Fat 
Chicken 
Lemon  Juice 

Apricot  &  Pineapple  Dessert 
Shreddies 
Double  Cream 
Salad  Cream 


shows  the  results  of  the  formal  and 

Analyst 0 s  Report 
. .  Genuine 

tt 

•  • 

fl 

•  • 

ft 

•  • 

..  Tasted  of  petrol  due  to 

natural  oil  in  oranges. 

All  affected  stock  with¬ 
drawn. 

. .  Genuine 

t? 

•  • 

ft 

•  • 

ft 

#  • 

tt 

•  • 

tt 

•  • 

ft 

•  • 

ft 

•  • 

tt 

•  • 

..  "  (Fat  9„0$) 

ft 

•  • 

ft 

#  • 

.„  "  | Satisfactorily 

.  0  ”  ffree  from 

. .  w jpesticide 

„  residues. 

•  • 

ft 

•  • 

tt 

•  • 

tt 

•  • 

. .  Sodium  content  30  milli¬ 

grams  per  oz.  Label 
stated  6  milligrams  per  oz. 
Sodium  content  very  low  but 
manufacturers  warned  and 
taking  stringent  precautions. 
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Sample 


Analyst0  s  Report 


Pure  Grape  Juice 

Minnims 

Sweetex 

Milk  Gerber  Test 

Milk  (long  life)  Gerber  Test 
Pork  Sausage 


Chopped  Pork  in  Natural  Juices 
Corned  Beef 

Minced  Steak  with  Gravy 
Cheese  Spread 

Harmless  Food  Colour  (Blue) 

Sliced  Savoury  Roll 

Hot  Pepper  Sauce 

Macadamia  Nuts 

Spanish  Salad 

Mild  Lime  Pickle  in  Oil 

Ground  Almonds 

Black  Walnut  Cake  Mix 

Pate 

Pure  Wheat  Embryo 


Genuine 

n 

ti 

ti 

tt 

"  Meat  63% 
Sul. Diox, 
300  ppm. 

it 

it 

n 

H 

II 

It 

II 

II 

tt 

It 

ft 

tt 

II 

II 


Samples  taken:  Food  2*0 

Milk  5 

Total  45 
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GENERAL,  INCLUDING  SUPERVISION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  RODENT  CONTROL 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

1  .  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 


Premises 

(D 

FACTORIES  with  Mechanical  Power 
FACTORIES  without  Mechanical  Power 
OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act 


Inspections 

(2) 

251 


Number  of 

Notices 

— ('3) 

11 


Total 


251 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUND 


Particulars 

U) 

Sanitary  Conveniences.  S.7 

Insufficient 
Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 


Number  of  Defects  Referred 

by  H.M. 
Remedied  Inspector 


Found 

72) 


T57 


w 


1 1 


11 


Occupier 

Prosecute 


11 


No,  of  offences 

in  respect  of 
which  prosecutions 

were  instituted 

tIt 


Total  11 


11 


3.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1 961 
( a)  Outworkers 

The  occupiers  of  three  local  factories  distributed  work  to  218  local 
outworkers.  The  local  outwork  is  carried  out  in  satisfactory  conditions  and 
no  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen  during  the  year.  In  addition  there  are:- 


3  local  outworkers  employed  by  a  firm  operating  in  Cheshunt 
2  "  "  "  "  "  "  0  Camden 

1  "  "  "  "  "  "  "  Islington 

2  ”  "  "  "  "  "  ”  Westminster 


1 


it 

tt 


it 

it 


Luton 


(u)  Factories  -  General  Information 


The  Factories  Act,  1961,  came  into  force  on  1st  April,  1962,  and 
repealed  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959. 

All  factories  in  the  town  are  of  modern  construction  and  have  been 
built  during  the  past  forty-six  years.  Health  conditions  are  generally 
satisfactory  and  infringements  are  usually  of  a  minor  nature. 
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Plans  for  new  factories  or  involving  alterations  of  existing 
actora.es  are  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Department  before  they  are 
approved.  The  Council  is  empowered  to  reject  the  plans  if  they  do  not 
comply  with  Section  37  or  43  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Where  the 
plans  submitted  did  not  comply,  amendments  were  informally  negotiated 
with  the  proposers  and  compliance  secured. 

4.  RODENT  CONTROL 

(  a)  Administration 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  and  a  full  time  Rodent  Operative  and  a 
G-eneral  Assistant  were  employed. 

(b)  Rodent  Destruction 

As  a  result  of  complaints,  minor  infestations  of  rats  and/or 
mice  were  found  to  be  present  on  one  hundred  and  fifty  premises. 

Details  of  the  type  and  infestation  found  are  as  follows :- 


No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  Visits 

Rats 

137 

894 

Mice 

13 

51 

150 

945 

The  types  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  are  as  follows: - 


No.  of  premises 

infested  by  Rats 

Local 

Authoritv 

Prooertv 

9 

Dwelling 

Houses 

137 

Business  & 

Industrial 

Premises 

45 

No.  of  premises 

infested  by  Mice 

- 

13 

21 

No.  of  premises 

infested  by  Rats 
&  Mice 

- 

— 

1 

( c)  Chargeable  Work 

9 

150 

67 

All  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  are  treated  without  charge 
but  rodent  destruction  on  commercial  and  industrial  premises  is  charge¬ 
able  either  by  contract  or  by  private  works  order.  In  these  cases  the 
agreement  of  the  occupier  of  such  premises  to  the  charge  has  to  be 
obtained  before  any  disinfestation  is  commenced. 

Test  baiting  of  sewer  manholes  at  selected  points  in  the  town 
proved  negative  and  no  general  treatment  was  necessary;  but  a  consider- 
number  of  rats  were  killed  by  a  series  of  treatments  on  one  farm, 
and  this  did  much  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  infestation  around  neigh¬ 
bouring  houses.  The  G-eneral  Assistant’s  terrier  accounted  for  approx¬ 
imately  one  third  of  the  total  kill. 


26 


Twenty-two  establishments  in  the  district  have  negotiated  twenty- 
five  contracts  with  the  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  twenty-nine  premises 
the  income  from  these  was  £207. 

Details  of  visits  made  under  contract  and  of  infestations  found 
are  as  follows:- 


No.  of 

infestations 

No.  of 

found 

visits 

Rat 

Contracts 

90 

1,049 

Mouse 

Contracts 

28 

436 

Rat  &  Mouse 

Contract 

10 

54 

128 

1,559 

5.  INSECT  PESTS 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  pests  destroyed  by 
the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  number  of  visits  made 
by  them  to  the  infested  premises  for  that  purpose. 


Pest 

No.  of  premises 

affected 

No.  of  visits 

made 

Wasps 

62 

65 

Bees 

26 

28 

Fleas 

9 

11 

Beetles 

13 

18 

Others 

21 

33 

131 

155 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  insect  powder  was  supplied  free  to 
occupiers  where  pressure  of  work  or  the  circumstances  of  the  particular 
case  made  personal  attention  either  not  possible  or  unnecessary. 

A  total  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  occupiers  were  supplied  with 
the  free  issue,  mostly  to  deal  with  ants. 


The  Council  has  instructed  that  a  charge  of  five  shillings  shall 
be  made  where  treatment  for  ants  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department. 
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HATFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  1968. 


*  *  *  *  * 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


G.R.  TAYLOR,  M.Bo ,  B.S.  (London)  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. ,  D.P,H< 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


E.P.  RIGBY,  M.B.E.,  M.B. ,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  &  H. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

CoA,  BAILEY,  F0R.S0H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.Ho  EDLIN,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

District  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.G.  MORGAN,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector 
So  PARKINS 

Public  Health  Assistant  and  Rodent  Operative: 

L„Ao  LAWRENCE 


Clerks : 

Mrs.  Jo  BANKS 
A.A.W.  CALLABY 
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HATFIELD  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres 

Population  (mid  year  1968  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1969 

Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1969  £2 

Product  of  a  penny  rate,  1 968/69 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

LIVE  BIRTHS 
Number 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  live  and  stillbirths 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  "  "  ”  n  Illegitimate  n  " 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 


21,914 

44,810 

14,128 

984,096 

£12,014 


Total 

388 

641 

14.3 
6o3 

5 

8  o  0 

646 

6 

9°4 

8.3 

23.3 
9*4 

9.4 
17.0 

Nil 

Nil 
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Population 


The  population  continued  to  increase  slowly.  The  Registrar 
General's  estimate  of  the  population  in  Mid  1968  was  44,8lO  an  increase 
of  630  on  the  figure  for  mid  1967.  As  the  excess  of  live  births  over 
deaths  axiiounted  to  only  233  >  one  must  assume  that  over  half  of  the 
increase  of  population  was  the  result  of  the  excess  of  inward  over 
outward  movements. 

Births 


It  is  customary  to  express  illegitimate  live  births  as  a 
percentage  of  total  live  births  for  comparison  with  other  Districts. 

At  6.5  the  rate  is  about  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  and  compares 
favourably  with  the  National  Rate. 

Deaths 


Deaths  have  continued  to  rise  in  number  during  the  past  five 
years  due  to  the  increase  in  total  population  and  in  the  proportion  of 
elderly  persons  in  the  community. 


Year  1964  1963  1966  1967  1968 

Number 

of  deaths  317  329  363  377  388 

The  following  table  gives  the  main  causes  of  death 


Cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis 
Heart  Diseases 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  disease 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases 

Road  Traffic  and  other  accidents 

Congenital  malformation 

Leukeamia 

Diabetes 

Nephritis 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  etc. 

Suicide 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 
Pregnancy 

Other  defined  causes 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Average 
past  fii 
years 

34 

76 

110 

72 

60 

42 

102 

101 

6 

9 

13 

12 

47 

24 

71 

63 

11 

10 

21 

14 

14 

3 

19 

18 

10 

3 

13 

11 

3 

3 

6 

3 

3 

1 

4 

2 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

am 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

- 

- 

2 

— 

— 

<mo 

m. 

10 

11 

21 

24 

201 

187 

388 
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During  1968  there  was  no  constant  pattern  of  increase.  The 
most  significant  changes  from  1967  were  an  increase  by  20  of  deaths 
of  women  from  cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis  (strokes)  and  a 
reduction  by  17  of  deaths  of  women  from  heart  disease.  Deaths  of  women 
from  cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis  were  more  than  twice  as  many 
as  deaths  of  men  from  the  same  cause.  The  probable  explanation  is 
that  the  greater  number  of  men  die  relatively  young  from  cancer  and 
heart  disease  leaving  relatively  few  to  die  from  a  condition  normally 
associated  with  considerably  advancing  years. 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  1968  were  in  order  of  frequency, 
cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis,  heart  disease  and  cancer. 

Deaths  from  Cancer:-  71 • 

Respiratory  tract  -  28  Alimentary  tract  and  liver  -  23 

Breast  -  6  Uterus  -  2  Unclassified  -  12 

Comparison  of  Annual  Rates: 

The  following  table  shows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1964  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1968. 
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Infant  Mortality 


A  total  of  six  infant  deaths  was  recorded  during  the  year. 

All  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  week  of  life.  The  causes  of 
death  were  as  under,  all  relate  to  failure  of  the  respiratory  system. 


5 

hours 

M 

12 

hours 

F 

19 

hours 

F 

1 

day 

M 

2 

days 

F 

3 

days 

M 

Prematurity  associated  with  partial 
primary  atelectasis  of  the  lung. 

Prematurity . 

Prematurity  associated  with  actelectasis 
of  the  lungs  and  hyaline  membrane  disease. 

Prematurity  and  respiratory  distress. 

Prematurity  associated  with  primary 
atelectasis  of  the  lungs. 

Prematurity  associated  with  hyaline 
membrane  disease. 


The  term  atelectasis  refers  to  failure  of  the  lung  to  expand 
after  birth. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received 
during  the  year  : - 


Scarlet  Fever 

13 

(17) 

Pneumonia 

3 

(1) 

'Whooping  Cough 

21 

(18) 

Infectious 

Jaundice 

6 

(-) 

Measles 

4l 

(765) 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

(2) 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  19&7 


The  list  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  amended  during  the 
year  to  bring  notification  into  line  with  recent  clinical  criteria  of 
disease.  Details  are  given  on  page  11  of  this  report. 

Whooping  cough  is  most  dangerous  when  affecting  children  under 
the  age  of  2  years  and  especially  when  under  the  age  of  one  year.  Only 
2  of  the  21  cases  reported  in  1968  affected  children  in  this  age  group. 

In  the  case  of  one  child  there  is  no  record  of  previous  inoculation 
against  whooping  cough  whilst  in  the  case  of  the  other  immunity  can 
only  have  been  partial  as  there  were  contraindications  to  the  inclusion 
of  the  whooping  cough  element  when  a  booster  inoculation  against 
diphtheria  and  tetanus  was  given  earlier  in  1968. 

Measles  occurs  in  epidemic  form  every  second  year.  1968  was  not 
an  epidemic  year.  Vaccination  against  the  disease  was  started  in  June, 
first  in  infant  school  and  later  in  infant  welfare  clinics.  The  low 
incidence  of  measles  came  to  a  conclusion  on  13th  August,  there  then 
followed  a  four  month  period  of  complete  freedom  from  the  disease. 

Three  cases  were  reported  in  the  last  three  weeks  of  the  year  and  were 
perhaps  the  prelude  to  a  1969  epidemic  season. 
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Infectious  Jaundice 


Four  of  the  six  notifications  were  members  of  one  family, 
the  majority  being  adults. 


Tuberculosis 


Two  patients  already  registered  and  under  treatment  or 
observation  following  treatment  moved  into  the  district  during  1968. 
Their  ages  were  23  and  83 <>  Eleven  local  cases  were  notified.  Their 
ages  were  8,  10,  23,  33,  43,  46,  47,  4?,  39,  78  and  83  years.  The 
number  of  local  infections  notified  in  the  past  five  years  were 

1964  1963  1966  1967  1968 

13  10  10  4  11 

Apart  from  1967  the  level  of  notifications  has  remained 
remarkably  constant.  The  average  annual  figure  for  the  five  year 
period  (9®6)  should  be  compared  with  the  average  figure  for  1939  -  63 
( 10<,8)  and  that  for  1934  -  38,  (21.8).  The  decline  in  notifications 
is  in  line  with  the  National  trend.  The  fairly  steady  level  of 
notifications  for  the  past  10  years  suggests  that  the  problem  now 
concerns  mainly  the  reactivation  of  old  and  dormant  infections.  Only 
two  of  the  cases  reported  in  1968  can  be  described  as  being  likely 
to  be  the  result  of  recent  infection. 

The  decision  was  made  in  1967  to  lower  the  age  for  routine 
tuberculin  testing  from  13  to  11  years.  As  a  first  step  children  in 
forms  2  and  3  were  tested  in  1968.  4.1$  of  these  children  gave  a 

positive  reaction  to  the  test.  910  boys  and  girls  received  B.C.G. 
vaccination  through  the  School  Health  Service. 
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Housing 


I  ar.  grateful  to  Mr*  E.W.  Pickering,  Housing  Manager  for  the 
following  statement  on  the  progress  in  housing  made  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  : - 

"The  year  1967  had  seen  the  Council  building  more  new  units 
of  housing  accommodation  in  one  year  than  had  been  provided  in  each 
of  the  preceding  ten  years,  and  1968  was  eagerly  anticipated  both  by 
applicants  who  could  visualise  speedier  and  earlier  housing,  by 
existing  tenants  hopeful  of  obtaining  transfers,  and  by  the  Council 
who  would  be  enabled  to  continue  lettings  at  a  greatly  increased 
pace  solving  human  problems  and  meeting  otherwise  unanswerable  needs. 

The  outcome,  in  1988,  was  the  greatest  number  of  dwellings 
ever  built  by  the  Council  in  any  one  year.  The  total  new  properties 
completed  and  let  in  the  calendar  year  was  302,  a  net  increase  of 
273  housing  units  after  allowing  for  the  demolition  of  the  final  27 
aluminium  bungalows  to  make  way  for  further  development  in  the 
Birchwood  area  (Phase  II)  in  1989*  The  Council’s  stock  of  rented 
dwellings  was  thereby  increased  to  2,8l8. 

The  development  included  another  Warden-serviced  scheme, 
this  one  combining  purpose-built  bungalows  for  the  physically 
handicapped  with  other  flats  for  elderly  people  needing  supervision. 
This  was  the  first  step  in  planned  development  of  a  site  which  will 
later  also  contain  an  old  people's  home  to  be  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  further  aged  persons  flats  by  the  New  Town  Commission,  and 
a  centre  planned  by  the  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Council. 

The  Rural  District  Council’s  part  in  this  -undertaking,  which 
was  named  Town  Fields,  was  completed  in  the  year,  as  was  the  rest  of 
Stockbreach  Close  and  the  former  Lemsford  Track  area  (save  but  a  few 
flats)  -  renamed  De.  Havilland  Close,  Ely  Close  and  part  of  Worcester 
Road  -  and,  in  addition,  the  larger  re-development  scheme  in  Birchwood 
(Phase  I)  also  produced  many  completed  premises  during  the  year. 

There  was  much  variety  in  the  type  of  dwellings,  the  only  building 
higher  than  three  storeys  being  three-bedroomed  double  decker 
maisonettes,  and  the  new  development  also  included  a  sizeable  number 
of  one-bedroomed  flats  mainly  for  the  elderly,  two-bedroomed  flats 
and  maisonettes,  and  two  -three  and  four-bedroomed  houses.  More 
garages  were  also  provided,  201,  bringing  the  stock  of  garages  up 
to  901. 


An  up  to  4  year  wait  for  people  joining  the  housing  list  in 
1982  had  been  reduced  in  1987  to  a  2  year  wait,  and  in  1988  childless 
couples  were  being  accommodated  only  six  months  after  applying  and 
family  cases  were  being  dealt  with  in  even  shorter  periods.  Despite 
that  rapid  progress,  the  total  number  on  the  housing  list  at  year  end 
was  only  66  less  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  standing  at  4l4, 
i.e.  299  general  need  applicants  (36  less)  and  113  elderly  persons 
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(30  less),  this  being  accounted  for  by  another  300  applicants  added  to 
the  list  during  the  year,  even  though  in  addition  to  302  new  dwellings 
for  letting  there  had  been  the  usual  average  of  30  casual  vacancies 
for  reletting,  30  properties  allocated  by  the  New  Town  Commission 
(not  including  repayment  of  housing  on  a  reciprocal  basis)  plus  23 
of  the  Commission's  new  flats  in  the  tower  block  at  Goldings  House. 

The  year  also  produced  a  record  number  of  total  lettings, 
i.e.  applicants  housed,  tenants  transferred,  mutual  exchanges  of 
accommodation,  housing  from  condemned  properties,  transfers  from 
prefabricated  bungalows  for  demolition,  and  housing  of  recruits  to 
Hawker  Siddeley  staff,  totalling  696  cases.  Aditionally,  on  the 
Ellenbrook  Park  caravan  site  there  were  47  changes  of  occupancy  of  plots. 

The  opportunity  was  also  taken  to  make  another  minor  change 
in  housing  policy  by  accepting  on  to  the  housing  list  key  workers  who, 
not  living  in  the  district,  were  travelling  to  employment  and  did  not 
qualify  for  housing  in  the  New  Town. 

A  record  housing  year  in  the  annals  of  the  Council,  which 
one  cannot  envisage  being  surpassed." 

The  Woods  Avenue/French  Horn  Lane  scheme  of  the  Commission 
for  the  New  Towns  was  completed  in  1968  giving  a  total  of  288  dwellings. 
46  dwellings  were  let  to  Council  nominations  during  the  year.  The 
waiting  period  for  applications  under  the  Industrial  Selection  Scheme 
is  approximately  six  months. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER: 

Public  Supply  -  Lee  Valley  Water  Co„ 

The  district  as  a  whole  is  very  well  catered  for  by  way  of  mains 
supply  of  water  for  domestic  purposes.  There  are  approximately  13,400 
dwellings  in  the  Hatfield  Rural  District  of  which  all  but  44  are  served 
by  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  -  99 #6$, 

The  Health  Department  submitted  a  sample  of  mains  water  for  chemical 
analysis  to  a  Public  Analyst,  the  result  of  which  is  given  below:- 

Taken  from  Talbot  Road.  Hatfield 

Reaction  pH  -  7»3 

Parts  per  million 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . . . .  0.03 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . . .  0 .06 

Oxygen  Absorbed  . . UIL 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  . . NIL 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  . . 11.00 

Hardness  (as  Calcium  Carbonate) 

Temporary  . .  250 

Permanent  . .  78 

C  XL 1  OIL  XT1 6  oo...  .............  ..........  /'J  2 

Total  Solids  (Dried  at  100°C)  500 

Copper,  Lead,  Zinc  ...... ..  Not  detectable 


The  analyst  summarises  as  follows :- 

"This  water  possesses  a  high  degree  of  organic  purity  .... 

I  should  regard  this  water  as  quite  suitable  for  use  both 
for  drinking  and  general  domestic  purposes." 

In  addition  the  Water  Company  also  submits  results  of  numerous 
examinations  of  samples  taken  by  their  own  staff,  and  these  without 
exception  were  satisfactory  for  quality. 

The  fluoride  content  at  the  following  pumping  stations  in  the  four 
parishes  was  as  follows :- 


Essendon  ) 

Hatfield  )  =  0o2  milligrams  per  litre. 

North  Mymms) 

Northaw  =  0.3  milligrams  per  litre. 

Private  Supplies 

There  are  now  only  16  well/borehole  supplies  in  use  for  domestic 
purposes,  and  3  of  these  are  used  in  preference  to  mains  supply  in  spite 
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of  the  fact  tnat  connections  are  available  and  ready  for  immediate  switch¬ 
over,  in  case  of  emergency. 


The  actual  number  of  dwellings  solely  dependent  on  well/borehole 
supply  is  44.  The  public  health  inspectors  are  required  to  take  regular 
samples  of  these  to  ensure  that  a  wholesome  supply  is  provided,  and  on 
occasions  the  addition  of  a  hypochlorite  is  advised.  This  precaution  in 
fact  is  adhered  to  consistently  in  three  instances. 


As t wick  Manor 
Coopers  Green 
North  Mymms 
Roe  Hyde 
Stanborough 
Symondshyde 
Lower  Woodside 
Mill  Green 

Lemsford  (Brocket  Park) 

TOTAL 


1 

1 

1 

1 


16 


6 

2 

1 

1 


47 


2 

5 

9 

8 


71 


2 

4 

6 

7 
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summary 

of  bacteriological  samples 

taken 

during  1 968:— 

No. 

of  No.  of 

No.  of 

Satisfac-  Unsntis- 

Wells  Dwellings 

etc.  Served 

Samples 

Taken 

■tpry 

factory 

1 

2 

3 

3 

0 

2 

//1 

9 

7 

2 

4 

1 1/5/2/I 

15 

12 

3 

3 

5/1/1 

15 

15 

0 

2 

l/l 

5 

5 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 
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During  the  year  one  farm  dwelling  at  Mill  Green  was  connected  to  the 
mam  supply  and  the  well  supply  cut  off  for  domestic  use. 


HOUSING: 

Unfit  Houses  -  Housing  Act.  1957 

Once  again  it  should  be  said  that  nowhere  within  the  Hatfield  Rural 
istrict  are  there  any  remaining  slum  areas  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 
The  programme  for  dealing  with  individually  unfit  cottages,  however,  seems 
to  be  maintained  at  a  steady  3  to  6  per  annum. 

.  For  the  first  time  that  I  can  recall,  two  caravans  stationed  on  a 
icensed  site  were  represented  as  unfit  after  considerable  frustrations. 

Formal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  following:- 

(a)  Houses  Demolished  (following  representation  late  1 966)  =  4 

(b)  Unfit  Houses  Closed  c 

=  5 

Explanation  of  above:- 

W  ?J0S*  1 9  2’  3  &  4?  Hayes  Cottages,  Coopers  Lane,  Northaw  =  4 

(bj  Nos.  2  &  3  Caravans,  Chili  Parlour  Site,  Hatfield  =2) 

No.  4  Sun  Cottage,  The  Sun  P.H.,  Northaw  =l)  =  5 

7  &  8  Stanborough  Cottages,  Old  Gt.  North  Rd., Hatfield  =2) 
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Changes  in  the  Stock  of  Dwellings  to  make  way  for  other  development 

In  addition  to  formal  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  by  the  Rural 
District  Council,  the  following  houses  were  demolished  by  the  Commission  for 
the  Hew  Towns  to  make  way  for  other  development 


Graceraead  23 
Old  Great  North  Road,  Hatfield  i 
Batterdale  3 
St,  Albans  Road  West  1 
Endymion  Road  8 
Old  Great  North  Road,  Little  Heath  1 
Lemsford  Road  9 

TOTAL  4 6 


Improvement  Areas  -  Preliminary  Survey 

Following  publication  of  the  White  Paper  "Old.  Houses  into  New  Homes" 
the  Public  Health  Committee  requested  a  survey  of  the  district  to  determine 
the  number,  location  and  extent  of  "areas"  in  which  dwellings  would  lend 
themselves  to  satisfactory  improvement.  Fifteen  areas  were  visited  which 
were  thought  to  be  suited  for  the  survey,  the  average  number  of  houses  in 
each  area  being  no  more  than  ten. 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  houses  were  visited,  and  of  these  ninety- 
nine  were  lacking  major  amenities  (excluding  food  larder  and  sink),  this 
latter  figure  is  low  and  indicates  fairly  accurately  the  nature  of  the 
district,  i.e.,  New  Town  and  well  appointed  rural  parishes.  Although  this 
figure  represents  area  assessments,  there  are  of  course  individual 
dwellings  to  be  added  for  a  complete  picture,  but  that  was  not  within  the 
context  of  this  particular  survey. 

The  Ministry  strongly  advocates  the  voluntary  principle  of  approach  to 
secure  improvements  and  in  the  course  of  the  survey  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  evidence  that  old  persons  and  young  married  couples  do  not  always  want 
improvements,  because  of  increased  rent  considerations.  However,  progress 
is  being  made,  and  when  properties  in  the  above  category  become  vacant  or 
are  put  on  the  market  I  now  approach  the  agent  or  potential  purchaser 
advocating  improvements  with  the  aid  of  grant. 

Improvement  Grants 

The  number  of  Improvement  Grant  applications  received  during  the  year 
was  less  than  usual.  No  doubt  this  was  due  to  two  factors  (a)  the 
impending  financial  inducement  promised  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local 
Government  whereby  the  limit  of  grant  is  expected  to  be  increased  from  £400 
to  £1,000  per  dwelling  in  respect  of  Discretionary  Grants,  and  from  £155  to 
£200  in  the  case  of  Standard  Grants,  and  (b)  the  general  financial  squeeze. 

Nine  improvements  with  the  aid  of  grants  were  approved,  of  which  five 
were  Discretionary  and  four  Standard.  Of  these  4  were  owner  occupied  and 
5  tenanted. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD  AND  PREMISES 


MEAT: 

Inspection  of  Meat  at  Slaughterhouse 

Slaughterhouse  at  White  Lodge  Farm,  Bell  Bar,  the  only  one 
licenced  in  the  area  of  the  Rural  District,  was  visited  regularly  through¬ 
out  the  year.  Every  carcase  and  associated  offal  was  examined,  neces¬ 
sitating  58  visits.  The  total  kill  being  697  pigs. 

Apart  from  pre-Christmas  period  and  the  occasional  Bank  Holiday,  the 
killing  always  takes  place  on  Sundays,  and  95$  of  the  visits  made  by  the 
public  health  inspectors  were  made  on  Sunday  afternoon  or  evenings.  A  fee 

of  9a.  for  each  pig  inspected  is  recovered  by  the  Council,  as  permitted  by 
the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations. 


Following  is  a  summary  of  condemnations:— 


Number  of  Pigs  Killed  and  Inspected  . . 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned  . . 

All  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned  (approx.) 

Reason  for  condemnation  -  including  parts  of  offal 


Livers 

-  Spotted . . . 

* . .  .  i/i 

-  Cirrhoses  . . . T 

.....  |  Lf 

Lungs 

-  Pneumonia  . . t  t 

-  Congestion  . . . . 

Hearts 

Mesenterys 

-  Pericarditis,  Adhesions 

-  Pentastoma  . . r 

Hocks 

-  Arthritic  . . rrt 

POULTRY  PROCESSING: 


697 


NIL 

NIL 


NIL 

138 


0+  T.TTh^re  f1*®  no  lar<=e  Processing  plants  within  this  district,  nine  small 
®  t®F1®to®nts  however  between  them  killed  and  dressed  1,005  Capons  and 
,,560  Turkeys,  the  great  majority  of  these  were  prepared  for  Christmas 


Twenty-nine  visits  were  made  to  the  various 
and  no  birds  or  organs  were  reported  as  unfit. 


premises  during  the  year, 
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ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING: 


The  following  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
sent  to  the  laboratory  for  methylene  blue  test:- 


Place  of  Sampling 

Satisfactory 
Provisional  Grade 

Unsatisfactory 
Provisional  Grade 

Total 

Ci) 

(2) 

(3)  (4) 

Vehicles 

5 

1 

2 

8 

Shops 

16 

_ 

1 

17 

Hotels/Caf es,  etc. 

9 

4 

9 

22 

30 

5 

12 

47 

Grades  1  and  2  are  accepted  as  satisfactory,  3  and  4  as  failures. 

The  majority  of  failures  were  obtained  from  bulk  cans,  as  used  in 
Hotels,  and  without  doubt  were  due  to  insufficient  sterilization  of 
servers.  Following  advice  on  this  matter,  repeat  samples  proved 
satisfactory. 

MISCELLANEOUS  FOOD  SAMPLES: 

During  the  year  fifty-seven  samples  of  foodstuffs  susceptible  under 
certain  conditions  to  rapid  growth  of  organisms  were  sent  to  the  laboratory 
for  examination.  The  majority  of  these  contained  ingredients  of  fresh  or 
synthetic  cream,  also  included  were  various  forms  of  cooked  meats. 

The  main  reason  for  taking  multiple  samples  of  cream  products  was  that 
a  hygienic  standard  is  under  consideration.  It  was,  not  surprisingly, 
found  that  cream  kept  in  cold  store  when  not  actually  in  use  for 
confectionery  produced  the  better  laboratory  results.  For  this  reason  a 
number  of  sample  re-takes  were  necessary. 

FOOD  CONDEMNED  AT  SHOPS,  STORES,  WAREHOUSES,  FISH  DEPOTS,  ETC.,  AND  MEAT 
OTHER  THAN  AT  SLAUGHTERHOUSE: 


lbs. 

lbs 

Frozen  Foods 

1 , 297 

Fruit  &  Vegetables 

534 

Fish 

1 1 8 

*0ther  Various  Foods 

1,563 

Meat  -  Canned  cc  Cooked 
Meat  (including  Poultry) 

49 

1,597 

Fruit  Juices 

133 

*The  relatively  high  amount  of  various  foods  condemned  is  explained 

by  the  following  facts :- 

(a)  Fire  in  a  food  store,  including  refrigerator  contents. 

(b)  Infestation  of  several  hundred  packets  of  cereal  by  the  saw 
toothed  grain  beetle.  This  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
office  by  the  purchaser  of  a  single  packet  and  subsequent  visit  to 
the  shop  shewed  that  there  was  widespread  infestation  and  the 
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management  had  no  option  hut  to  voluntarily  surrender  the 
whole  stock  of  the  particular  consignment. 


POOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  196O: 


Category  of  Premises  No 


Factory  Canteens  20 
School  Canteens  36 
Cafes  &  Restaurants  35 
Transport  Cafes  6 
Private  Clubs  15 
Bakehouses  2 
Bakers  Shops  8 
Butchers  20 
Fishmongers  7 
Fruiterers  &  Greengrocers  21 
Grocers  35 
Confectioners  27 
Licensed  Premises  38 


270 


No .  of 

<H 

O 

e 

0 

No,  of 

Premises 

Premises 

Premises 

Fitted 

to  which 

Fitted 

to  Comply 

fteg°!9 

to  Comply 

with  Reg. 16 

Applies 

with  Reg. 19 

20 

20 

20 

36 

36 

36 

35 

35 

35 

6 

6 

6 

15 

15 

15 

2 

2 

2 

8 

8 

8 

20 

20 

20 

7 

7 

7 

21 

21 

21 

35 

35 

35 

26 

26 

26 

38 

38 

38 

269 

269 

269 

NOTE;  Regulation  16  refers  to  provision  of  wash-basin  with 

hot  and  cold  water  supply. 


Regulation  19  refers  to  provision  of  sink  or  other 

± acility  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply. 


NUISANCES  ABATED  ;  CONTRAVENTIONS  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED: 


Houses 


Roofs  Renewed  or  Repaired 

Chimney  Stacks  Rebuilt  or  Repaired 

Rainwater  Gutters/Pipes  Renewed/Repaired 

Nalls  Repointed  or  Rendered 

Wall  or  Ceiling  Plaster  Renewed/Repaired 

Floors  Renewed/Repaired 

Windows  or  Doors  Renewed/Repaired 

Fireplaces  Renewed/Repaired 

Stairs  Renewed/Repaired  ;  Rails  Fixed 

Sub-floor  Ventilation  Provided 

Dampness  Abated 

Additional  Lighting  Provided 

Additional  Ventilation  Provided 

Foodstores  Provided  or  Repaired 


26 

19 

14 

15 
7 

10 

19 

1 

1 

1 

42 

2 

6 

- J1 


Total 


178 
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Total 


Sanitary  Fittings  etc. 


Sinks  Provided  or  Replaced 

4 

Baths  &  Basins  Provided/Replaced 

9 

Hot  Water  Supplies  Provided 

32 

New  W.C.  Compartments 

3 

Renewal/Repairs  to  W.C’s 

6 

Pailclosets  Abolished 

0 

Drains  Constructed  /Repaired 

12 

Drains  Connected  to  Sewer 

3 

Drains  Cleared 

23 

Drains  Tested 

90 

Cesspools  Constructed/Repaired 

6 

Cesspools  Abolished 

3 

Offensive  Accumulations  Removed 

6 

Animals  -  Nuisance  Abated 

INSPECTIONS  OP  THE  AREA: 

3 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  made  by  the  public  health 
inspectors  during  the  year:- 


Public  Health  Acts 

Total 

Complaints 

186 

Housing 

191 

Infectious  Disease 

42 

Visits  to  Path  Lab 

56 

Water  Supplies 

159 

Drainage/Sewerage 

427 

Refuse 

46 

Cesspools/Septic  Tanks 

165 

Insect  Infestation 

198 

Rodent  Control 

119 

Agricultural  Premises 

102 

Swimming  Pools 

23 

Noise  Abatement 

30 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

19 

Long  Stay  Immigrants 

21 

Sundry  Nuisances 

122 

1,976 

Housing  Acts 

Housing  Inspections 

446 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

8 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

4 

Improvement  Grants 

70 

Housing  Survey 

114 

Rent  Act 

24 

Licensed  Caravan  Sites 

88 

Gypsy  Caravans 

827 
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Food  &  Drugs  Act 


Total 


Slaughterhouse 

62 

Food  Inspection 

71 

Food  Complaints 

58 

Food  Shops 

331 

Food  Sampling 

37 

Food  Warehouses 

31 

Cafes  &  Restaurants 

128 

Licensed  Premises 

100 

Transport  Cafes 

59 

Factory  &  School  Canteens 

51 

Market  Food  Stalls 

445 

Pet  Animals 

98 

Mobi1e  Shops 

70 

Watercress  Beds 

1 

Poultry  Establishments 

27 

Equipment  Swabbing 

12 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act 


General  Inspections  247 

Other  Inspections  310 

Clean  Air  Act 

Volumetric  Recordings  284 

Smoke  Observations  59 

Boiler  Plant  Inspection  6 


Factories  Act 

Power  Factories  95 

Non-Power  Factories  2 

Miscell ane  ous 


Radioactive  Waste  9 
National  Assistance  Burial  3 
Drug  Collections  9 
Employment  Agencies  5 
Sundry  Visits  82 


1,581 


557 


349 


97 


108 
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GENERAL 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1 96 1 

Following  is  a  summary  of  duties  carried  out  under  the  above  Act: 

Number  of  Factories  on  Register . . . 

Number  of  Inspections  Made  *  0  . . 0 . . .  o . » 98 

Number  of  Notices  Served  as  a  Result  of  Notifications 
from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
Number  of  Defects  Remedied 


NIL 

4 


000000 


Defects  Found 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Conveniences  . . .  NIL 

Unsuitable  Sanitary  Conveniences  ........ .  2 

Other  Offences  Against  the  Act  .  „ . . . .  NIL 

Factories 

With  Mechanical  Power  where  Section  7  enforced  . . .  1l8 

Without  Mechanical  Power  . . , o  <> .  * . .  .  . .  -j 

~  Section  7  refers  to  provision  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  and 
although  primarily  the  responsibility  of  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories, 
such  matters  must  be  referred  to  the  Local  Authority. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963: 

Following  are  details  of  information  as  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  by  way  of  Annual  Report  for  1968.  These  figures  do  not  include 
railway  premises,  schools,  crown  premises,  municipal  offices  and  offices 
in  factories,  which  are  the  responsibility  of  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Offices 
Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 
Catering  Establishments  open 
to  Public,  Canteens 
Fuel  Storage  Depots 

TOTALS 


Number  of 

Total  Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

of  Registered 

Registered  Premises 

Registered 

Premises  at 

Receiving  a  General 

During  the 

End  of  Year 

Inspection  During 

Year 

the  Year 

1 

93 

81 

5 

190 

120 

— 

8 

6 

3 

45 

39 

— 

1 

1 

9 

337 

247 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises  . . .  557 
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Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  Persons  Employed 


0  1  1  1  C  0  S  OOOOO®OOOO0OO»#OOO©O»«i©O»OoC»O4»O»oO®O®«O©*O»O®  663 

Retail  Shops  . . . . . .  944 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  . . .  no 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  Public  .  36 1 

Canteens  . ... . . . . .  17 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ........................ .  2 


TOTAL  2,097 

TOTAL  MALES  954 

TOTAL  FEMALES  1,143 


Number  of  Exemption  Applications  Received  .  NIL 

Number  of  Exemption  Applications  Granted  . .  NIL 

Number  of  Extension  of  Exemption  Applications  Received . .  1 

Number  of  Extension  of  Exemption  Applications  Granted  .  1 


Number  of  Exemption  Certificates  Cancelled  .. 

Number  of  Accidents  Notified  &  Investigated  . 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  . . . 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  With  .... 

General  Comments 

During  January,  1968,  light  readings  were  taken  in  200  individual 
offices  at  45  premises  within  the  district. 

Section  8(l)  of  the  Act  requires  that  sufficient  and  suitable  lighting, 
either  natural  or  artificial,  must  be  provided  in  every  part  of  any  premises 
in  which  persons  are  working. 

The  Department  of  Employment  &  Productivity  has  not  yet  made  regula- 
tions  prescrj.oa.ng  a  standard  of  lighting  and  so  it  was  necessary  to  turn  to 
the  recommended  w0de  of  the  Illuoiinating  Engineering  Society  who  recommend 
a  lighting  standard  of  30  lumens/sq.ft,  for  general  offices.  This  standard 
was  considered  a  little  too  high  and  during  the  visits  a  standard  of 
20  lumens/sq.ft,  or  below  was  considered  to  be  unsuitable  and  insufficient. 

‘th®  total  offices  inspected  42 $  showed  readings  of  20  lumens/sq.ft, 
or  below.  On  the  recommended  code  of  30  lumens/sq.ft.  73$  of  the  premises 
ailoa  to  reach  this  standard.  Less  than  half  of  the  occupiers  of  premises 
where  lighting  standards  were  below  20  lumens/sq.ft,  were  readily  agree- 
abie  to  improve  conditions.  The  majority  considered  they  ought  to  await 
Ministry  Regulations  before  taking  any  action. 


2 

7 

56 

36 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL j 


Cromer  Hyde 

This  very  rural  community  comprises  twenty-one  dwellings,  nineteen 
of  which  should  "be  connected  to  the  adjacent  Lemsford  Village  main  drainage. 
Nine  cottages  have  no  proper  drainage  system  "by  way  of  cesspools  or  septic 
tanks,  and  normally,  when  all  properties  are  occupied,  the  Council  collect 
and  dispose  of  the  contents  of  9  pails  weekly,  necessitating  a  round  trip 
of  6  to  7  miles. 

Over  the  past  five  years  discussions  have  taken  place  on  site  with 
the  estate  agent  for  the  properties,  who  has  expressed  willingness  to 
improve  the  cottages  tc  full  amenity  standard,  hut  until  approval  is  forth¬ 
coming  for  the  proposed  sewage  connections,  no  progress  can  be  made. 

In  the  meantime,  as  tenants  leave,  properties  .are  not  re-let  pending 
improvements,  and  delay  will  inevitably  lead  to  some  deterioration. 

Wild  Hill 


Of  a  total  of  some  35  houses  in  this  community,  ten  only  are  drained 
to  the  Council’s  small  disposal  unit,  which  is  badly  sited,  not  suited  for 
expansion  and  discharges  effluent  into  a  stream/ditch  15  feet  away.  This 
stream  in  dry  periods  is  virtually  non-existent  except  for  effluent.  Some 
cottages  are  too  low  to  connect  except  by  means  of  pumping  equipment,  some 
cesspools  are  not  really  functional,  and  some  have  difficult  access  and  in 
fact  the  emptying  vehicle  was  not  able  to  deal  with  one  during  the  whole 
of  1968  because  of  excessively  wet  conditions. 

West  End  Lane,  Sssendon 

Although  part  of  Essendon  Village,  ten  properties  in  Hanbury  Lane  and 
2/3  immediately  adjacent  in  West  End  Lane,  are  isolated  from  the  point  of 
view  of  main  drainage,  because  they  are  on  the  wrong  side  of  a  very  steep 
hill.  Eleven  of  the  houses  drain  into  one  septic  tank,  the  intake  of  which 
has  greatly  increased  since  five  of  them  received  improvement  grants,  with 
resultant  bath  wastes,  etc. 

Because  of  the  very  steep  gradient,  effluent  is  surfacing  from  the  land 
drains  and  causing  a  nuisance  to  residents  lower  down  the  hill.  Supplemen¬ 
tary  tanks  would  not  alleviate  the  situation  since  the  same  amount  of 
effluent  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  at  the  same  points. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  best  solution  would  seem  to  be  to  link 
Wild  Hill  and  West  End  Lane  properties  by  way  of  a  new  pumping  sewer  to  the 

Mill  Green  Works. 


49 


NOISE: 


During  April  the  comparative  quiet  of  Old  Hatfield  and  parts  of  the 
New  Town  was  shattered  over  several  week-ends  by  essential  pile  driving 
operations  to  the  new  railway  bridge  over  French  Horn  Lane.  Since  the 
tracks  on  the  main  Kings  Cross  line  were  implicated  work  could  only 
proceed  during  the  slack  periods  of  Saturdays/Sundays,  night  and  day. 

In  spite  of  a  great  many  vociferous  complaints  and  press  coverage  there 
appeared  to  be  no  alternative  but  to  accept  the  fact  that  work  had  to  go 
on.  One  cannot  think  of  a  satisfactory  solution  to  such  an  operation  as 
this,  nevertheless,  after  the  initial  surprise  and  shock  of  the  first 
week-end,  the  residents  braced  themselves  for  repeat  operations  with 
very  subdued  reaction. 

During  hot,  quiet  spells  of  the  summer,  annoyance  is  frequently 
caused  to  householders  on  the  fringe  of  new  industrial  development  in  the 
district.  The  noise  is  amplified  by  the  fact  that  windows  and  doors  are 
kept  wide  open,  and  in  cases  where  night  shifts  are  worked,  complaints 
have  been  investigated.  Generally  managements  are  very  co-operative  in 
this  respect,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  thoughtlessness  does  occur  in 
some  instances. 

Road  traffic  is  now  regarded  as  the  biggest  source  of  noise 
throughout  the  country  as  a  whole,  and  the  Great  North  Road  traversing 
the  rural  district  is  unfortunately  a  good  example  of  this. 

HYGIENE  OF  MEAT  SLICERS: 

A  series  of  swab  tests  was  made  at  14  butchers  and  stores  in  the 
district  to  determine  if  adequate  cleansing  measures  were  being  carried 
out  on  these  difficult  machines.  There  are  no  accepted  levels  of  counts 
adopted  in  Britain  as  yet,  and  as  a  result  of  reports  received  from  our 
local  laboratory,  I  sought  some  interpretation  from  the  Central  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Colindale. 

By  arrangement,  Dr.  Gilbert  of  Colindale  came  to  Hatfield  and 
together  we  carried  out  further  tests  at  similar  premises,  he  subsequently 
wrote  an  article  on  the  subject,  which  was  published  in  the  Cambridge 
Journal  of  Hygiene,  and  acknowledged  work  already  done  by  Hatfield  Rural 
District  Council,  quoting  our  results. 

Note:  During  the  epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever  at  Aberdeen 

a  meat  slicing  machine  was  reported  to  be  a  definite 
channel  of  cross  infection. 
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RODENT  CONTROL: 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  number  of  cells  for  assistance  from  householders  to  treat  for  rats 
and  mice  was  well  above  average,  but  less  than  the  previous  year,  which  was 
rather  exceptional. 

The  number  of  contracts  agreed  for  the  Council’s  Rodent  Officer  to 
treat  on  a  regular  monthly  basis  was  39.  The  majority  of  these  being  farms 
and  other  allied  premises,  and  including  factories  with  canteens,  etc.  In 
addition  48  casual  treatments  were  undertaken  at  business  premises  including 
schools,  upon  request,  at  a  standard  charge  rate.  The  monies  recovered  by 
the  Council  for  all  of  these  services  amounted  to  approximately  £500. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  treatments  carried  out:- 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri- 

cultural 

Business 

etc. 

Total 

Properties  found 
to  be  RAT  infested 

12 

403 

33 

52 

500 

Properties  found  to 
be  MOUSE  infested 

a— i 

16 

33 

8 

57 

Note:-  The  above  figures  refer  to  premises  only,  all  were  visited 
twice  at  least,  and  to  farms  and  other  contractual  agreements,  monthly 
visits  at  least  were  made  in  each  case.  The  total  number  of  visits, 
including  re-checks,  exceeded  2,000. 

INSECT  PESTS: 

The  following  pest  complaints  were  also  dealt  with  during  the  year:- 


Wasps  Nests 

51 

Fleas 

6 

Black  Beetles 

1 

Wild  Bees 

2 

Cockroaches 

2 

Carpet  Beetles 

1 

Woodworm 

35 

Earwigs 

1 

Bluebottles 

2 

Ants 

32 

Red  Spiders 

2 

Weevils 

2 

Bed  Bugs  5 

Wasps  Nests 

Although  the  number  of  rodent  complaints  received  during  the  year  was 
well  above  average,  calls  for  the  destruction  of  wasps  nests,  i.e.  51,  was 
the  lowest  for  ten  years,  presumably  due  to  a  wet,  dull  summer.  The  average 
number  of  nests  dealt  with  during  this  decade  was  130,  but  in  i960,  1963, 
1965  the  number  destroyed  was  200,  197  and  206  respectively.  Nr.  Lawrence 
the  Council's  rodent  officer  also  dealt  with  the  great  majority  of  insect 
pests  above  mentioned  very  efficiently,  as  usual. 

Farm-yard  Fly  Nuisance 

During  the  summer  a  series  of  complaints  was  received  from  the 
residents  of  six  new  bungalows  in  Brookmans  Park,  the  nearer  of  which  were 
no  more  than  30'  from  the  rear  wall  of  a  farm  milking  shed  and  yard. 
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Apart  from  the  invasion  of  flies  into  the  dwellings,  fabrics,  7/all 
surfaces,  new  paintwork  and  car  paintwork  were  profusely  spotted  and  almost 
impossible  to  erase. 

The  feeling  among  residents  was  so  strong  that  I  convened  a  meeting 
at  the  farm  between  the  parties  concerned,  including  a  National  Farmers 
Union  Official,  when  all  the  circumstances  were  freely  ventilated. 
Subsequent  to  this  I  invited  a  firm  specialising  in  pest  control  to  visit 
and  give  me  a  report  on  possible  methods  of  reducing  the  flies.  This  was 
discussed  with  the  farmer,  who  agreed  to  co-operate  as  far  as  possible* 

Some  sympathy  was  felt  for  both  parties,  the  farm  has  existed  on  this 
site  for  a  century  or  so  as  against  the  bungalows  a  few  months  only,  a 
situation  often  met  in  these  days  of  new  development. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  volumetric  apparatus  used  for  measuring  the  content  of  smoke  and 
sulphur  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere  are  situated  at  Briars  Lane  Infants 
School  and  the  old  joiners  shop  at  the  rear  of  the  Council  Offices  in 
St.  Albans  Road.  The  instruments  are  in  operation  during  the  winter  months 
only  (i.e,,  October  to  March  inclusive)  as  concentrations  during  the  summer 
have  shown  little  variation  in  the  past.  Before  the  1968/69  winter  period 
it  became  necessary  to  move  one  instrument  from  St.  Michaels  Church, 
Birchwood  to  the  rear  of  the  Council  Offices. 

The  graphs  show  the  average  winter  concentration  of  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  since  the  winter  of  1963/64*  There  is  still  evidence  to  show  that 
smoke  concentrations  are  decreasing  due  to  the  increase  in  the  installation 
of  appliances  burning  smokeless  fuel.  However,  concentrations  of  sulphur 
dioxide  have  not  shown  such  a  great  decrease  during  the  last  few  years. 

This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  when  the  weather  is  colder,  or  there  is  fog 
then  increases  in  smokeless  fuel  consumption  from  domestic  dwellings  will 
result  in  an  increase  of  sulphur  dioxide  emissions  without  an  increase  in 
smoke.  The  only  method  of  heating  free  from  sulphur  dioxide  is,  of  course, 
electrical . 

Last  winter  fog  and  low  temperatures  were  more  frequent  than  in  any 
of  the  previous  three  winters,  particularly  February  and  March  when  fog  was 
recorded  on  20  occasions  and  the  temperature  fell  below  freezing  point  on 
40  occasions.  With  the  v/ind  direction  being  North  to  East  for  a  consider¬ 
able  period  of  last  v/inter  meant  that  pollution  around  Council  Offices 
tended  to  be  lower  than  Briars  Lane  which  would,  in  fact,  receive  pollution 
from  the  St.  Albans  Road  area. 
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ST.  MICHAELS/COUNCIL  OFFICES  -  SITE  NO .2 


WINTER  AVERAGES  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

1963  -  69  — — 
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MONTHLY  TO TER  AVERAGES  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  1968/69 


1968 

/69 

SMOKE 

S  0  2 

- - — — 

SMOKE 
/S02 
RATIO  j 

Month 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Lowest 

Daily 

Month 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Lowest 

Daily 

OCT 

...  46 

161 

15 

76 

152 

25 

0.60 

NOV 

59 

218 

20 

111 

319 

50 

0.53 

DEC 

82 

213 

26 

140 

331 

59 

0.58  ! 

JAN 

72 

226 

19 

147  ....  

303 

68 

0.49  .  | 

FEB 

 73 

171 

27 

137  . . 

267 

.  .  .  .6.7 

0.53 

MAR 

62 

193 

„22. 

10. 

183 

..  . .  11 .  .  - 

0.69  1 

Figures  in  micro-grams  per  cubic  metre 

Winter  Average  SMOKE  =  66  microgrammes/cu .metre 

Winter  Average  SOp  =  117  microgrammes/cu. metre 


BRIARS  LARS  INFANTS  SCHOOL  -  SITE  NO.1 


WINTER  AVERAGES  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
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Average 
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Daily 
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OCT 

.41 

113 

16 

80 

.  157 

30 

0.51 

NOV 

51 

174 

22 

109 

270 

48 

0.46 

DEC 

81 

154 

30  . 

161 

296 

60 

0*50 

JAN 

88 

222 

30 

.173 

364 

106 

0*51 

FEB 

74 

170 

30 

.  159  .  . 

.  329 

66 

0.41 

MAR 

-■53  , 

115 

. 

100 

181 

48 

-  Oq53 

Figures  in  micro-grams  per  cubic  metre 


Winter  Average  SMOKE  =  65  microgrammes/cu .metre 

Winter  Average  SO2  =130  microgrammes/cu .metre 
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WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  1968 


****** 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


G.R.  TAYLOR,  M.B. ,  B.S.  (London)  M.R.C.S., 


L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


E.P.  RIGBY,  M.B.E. , 


M.B. ,  B.S. , 


D.P.H. ,  D.T.M.  &  H. 


Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector: 
P.B.  HAWLEY,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Deputy  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector: 
D.N.  SIBLEY,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Clerk: 

A.A.W.  CALLABY 
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WELWYN  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  o  . . .  . .  0 .  .... 

Population  (mid  year  1968  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March  1969  c . . 0 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1969  . . 
Net  product  of  a  penny  rate,  1968/69  ...o  . ... 


•  o  •  o 

General 

•  o  ©  © 

9  •  •  o 
o  ©  •  • 


5,232 

7,810 

2,545 

£376,264 

£1,300 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Total 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  77 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  117 

Rate  per  1,000  population  15«0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  6.8 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  8.3 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  1 1 8 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  1 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  8.3 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  8.3 

Illegitimate  11  M  "  ”  Illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (Deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  8.3 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (Deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  8.3 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  17«0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  Nil 
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Population 

The  population  continues  to  show  a  slow  and  steady  increase. 
The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  population  in  mid  1968 
was  7*810,  170  in  excess  of  the  comparable  figure  for  1987*  The 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  40,  three  quarters  of  the  increase 
of  the  population  must  therefore  have  resulted  from  the  excess  of 
inward  over  outward  movements. 

Births 


Illegitimate  births  remain  low  in  numbers.  While  these 
numbers  show  some  degree  of  fluctuation  from  year  to  year,  they  show 
no  obvious  tendency  to  increase  or  decrease. 

Deaths 


There  were  77  deaths  during  the  year,  compared  with  68  for 
1967.  There  was  no  consistent  pattern  of  increase.  The  only  change 
of  note  was  a  rise  of  6  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  and  a 
rise  of  9  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  heart  disease.  As  in  previous 
years  these  two  conditions  and  cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis  (fits) 
remain  the  three  main  causes  of  death.  Deaths  from  these  three  causes 
amounted  to  78$  of  all  deaths. 

The  following  table  gives  the  main  causes 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Average 
past  five 

years 

Heart  Disease 

18 

8 

26 

21 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

11 

8 

19 

11 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

3 

3 

4 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis 

7 

8 

13 

12 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Congenital  Malformation 

— 

1 

1 

aa 

Nephritis 

1 

a. 

1 

a. 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

2 

Other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis 

_ 

Suicide 

m m 

Leukeamia 

a. 

_ 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  etc. 

«. 

aa 

a» 

_ 

Other  defined  causes 

3 

2 

3 

6 

46 

31 

77 

Deaths  from  Cancer^ - 


Respiratory  -  6  Alimentary  tract  and  liver  -  7 

Breast  -  3  Uterus  -  Unclassified  -  3 


Comparison  of  Annual  Rates 


The  following  table  shows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1964  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1968. 


p 

o 

CD  -P 

Ph  cd 

CD  !i 
-P  Ph 
a 5  o 
«  Ph 


& 

CD 


PQ  v- 


1964 

19.0 

1965 

17.9 

1966 

14.0 

1967 

14.5 

1968 

15.0 

England 

and 

Wales 

1968 

The  birth  rate  and  the  number  of  actual  births  reached  a  low 
figure  in  1966,  since  when  there  has  been  a  slight  tendency  to  rise; 
the  number  of  live  births  were  1966  -  105;  1967  -  111;  1968  -  117. 

Deaths  and  the  death  rate  maintain  a  rising  trend. 

(Deaths,  1965  -  60;  1 966  -  62;  1967  -  68;  1968  -  77) 

Infant  Mortality 

There  was  only  one  infant  death,  a  female  child  with  a  severe 
congenital  abnormality  who  died  1  day  after  birth. 
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births 


Infectious  Diseases 


The  only  notifications  of  infectious  disease  received 
during  the  year  were  as  follows 

Measles  10  Whooping  Cough  4 

No  notifications  of  measles  were  received  after  July  owing 
to  the  introduction  of  measles  vaccination  during  the  summer,  I  am 
pleased  to  report  a  further  year  of  freedom  from  major  infectious 
disease,  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  and  enteric  infections,  and 
there  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning*  As  usual  one  or  two 
mild  gastro  enteritis  cases  were  investigated  by  the  department, 
but  no  dysentery  or  salmonella  infection  found. 

The  list  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  amended 
during  the  year  to  bring  notifications  into  line  with  recent 
clinical  criteria  of  disease*  Details  are  given  on  page  11  of 
this  report* 

Tuberculosis 


No  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
a  total  of  37  remaining  on  the  register  under  supervision  in 
December. 


The  Chest  Clinics  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital, 

Welwyn  Garden  City,  and  the  Lister  Hospital,  Hit chin,  undertake 
the  treatment  of  patients  in  Welwyn  and  the  southern  part  of  the 
District,  while  patients  from  the  Mardley  Hill/Woolmer  Green  area 
attend  Letchworth  Clinic.  Home  visiting  is  maintained  through 
the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  and  the  Home  Nurses,  and  I  am 
again  grateful  to  Miss  C.F.  McMullen  for  advice  on  the  domiciliary 
care  of  patients  needing  the  support  of  the  social  services. 

There  was  a  satisfactory  acceptance  rate  for  B.C.G. 
vaccination  of  pupils  of  secondary  school  age  living  in  the  District. 
The  British  dried  vaccine  is  used  which  produces  a  milder  reaction 
than  the  imported  vaccine  and  is  therefore  more  readily  acceptable 
in  the  schools. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY: 

As  the  water  supply  throughout  the  Rural  District  of  Welwyn  is 
provided  by  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company,  I  can  do  no  better  in  this  section 
than  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Company  for  the  12  months  ended  31st  March, 
1968,  which  is  now  presented  in  a  new,  more  attractive  and  easily  readable 

form. 

Quality  control  is  high  and  of  the  215  bacteriological  and  4  chemical 
samples  taken  in  the  Rural  District  throughout  the  year,  all  conformed  to 
standards  of  purity  considered  suitable  for  public  supply. 

Capital  works  affecting  this  district,  which  were  completed  during  the 

current  year  are  as  follows 

i)  Trunk  Main  -  Knebworth  to  Brookmans  Park,  including  a  24”  diameter 
spur  to  Welwyn  Garden  City. 

ii)  Trunk  Main  -  Sundon  to  Knebworth  (9  miles  of  36”  diameter  and 

6  miles  of  27“  diameter) 

iii)  Digswell  Pumping  Station.  The  stand-by  unit  of  2.5  million  gallons 
per  day  capacity,  together  with  the  necessary  control  gear. 

Complaints  of  poor  supplies  are  not  recorded  in  local  government  areas, 
but  1,635  such  complaints  were  investigated  throughout  the  whole  of  the 

Company* s  area. 

The  report  makes  reference  to  the  14  acres  of  land  at  Fulling  Mill, 
Welwyn,  which  were  purchased  as  a  precautionary  measure  against  pollution. 
Since  an  intensive  check  on  the  quality  of  the  raw  water  has  shown 
no  trace  of  pollution,  and  new  chlorination  equipment  has  been  installed, 
this  protective  land  was  felt  to  be  surplus  to  requirements  and  has  been 
purchased  by  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council  in  order  to  preserve  the  amenities 
of  the  area. 

SEWERAGE; 

There  has  been  no  capital  w ork  carried  out  during  the  year  and  the 
cesspool  emptying  service  has  been  withdrawn  from  most  of  the  district, 
however,  in  those  parts  of  the  district  where  sewerage  has  not  been  provided, 
the  Rural  Council  have  decided  to  continue  with  the  existing  free  service. 

RAINFALL. 


By  arrangement  with  the  Meteorogical  Office,  readings  for  rainfall 
are  taken  at  the  Rural  District  Council’s  weather  station,  By-Pass  Road, 
Welwyn.  There  was  a  measurable  fall  of  rain  on  153  days  during  the  year, 
yielding  a  total  of  25.44M.  The  heaviest  fall  was  recorded  on  the  3rd 
September,  1968,  and  was  0.81".  The  wettest  month  was  September  with  a 
fall  of  4.75”  and  the  driest  month  was  March  with  a  fall  of  0.82 tf . 
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Rainfall  for  1967  was  21 f.36". 
REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL . 


I  have  continued  to  maintain  the  weekly  collection  service  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

The  Council  oP**er  a  free  special  refuse  collection  service  in  an 
effort  to  reduce  the  amount  of  indiscriminate  dumping  which  is 
suffered  throughout  the  district.  The  pressure  on  this  service  is 
increasing  rapidly  as  it  is  becoming  known  by  the  public ,  but  alas,  it 
is  having  little  or  no  effect  on  the  dumping. 

In  a  further  effort  to  deal  with  dumping,  and  the  requirements  of 
the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 .1  as  to  provision  of  dumping  centres,  the 
Council  are  investigating  the  provision  of  a  container  service,  whereby 
large  refuse  containers  will  be  placed  strategically  throughout  the 
district  and  emptied  at  regular  intervals. 

During  the  year  the  old  tip  at  Maran  Avenue  was  closed,  and  6  acres 
of  land  at  Welwyn  Heath  (North)  brought  into  use  as  a  refuse  tip. 

RODENT  CONTROL  -  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  FOR  PERIOD  1st  JANUARY  to  31st  December,  1968, 


Hours 

Worked, 

No.  of  premises 

Inspected,  Serviced. 

No.  of 
visits  made. 

Local  Authority 

63i 

refuse  tips  and 
other  surf .props. 

15 

15 

76 

Private  dwellings. 

129i 

142 

86 

188 

Business  Prems, 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Agricultural 

premises. 

I5i 

15 

- 

15 

TOTALS. 

208 

174 

100 

281 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS: 

Standard  Gx'ants  were  approved  in  four  instances  during  the  year, 
covering  a  tctal  of  £8l5e  Two  of  the  properties  were  tenanted,  one 
was  owner/occupied ,  and  the  other  was  vacant,  the  works  being  carried 
out  by  the  new  owner,  before  taking  up  occupation. 

There  were  no  Discretionary  Grant  applications  received  during  1968* 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILY/AY  PREMISES  ACT ,1963: 


On  the  analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises,  I  have 
to  report  the  following  figures :- 

Offices: 

Retail  Shops: 

Catering  establishments; 

Canteens : 

Total: 


Divided  into  322  males  and  272  females. 

HOUSING-: 

During  the  year  119  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

Of  the  108  houses  remaining  under  construction,  34  are 
Council  houses. 

INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT: 


421  persons  employed. 

82  "  " 

tjtj  ii  it 

36  " 

52Jt 


Housing  defects  (not  Council  Houses)  14 
Canteens  10 
Foodstuffs  48 
Cafes  10 
Cesspools  51 
Trade  Effluent  10 
Moveable  dwellings .  26 
statutory  nuisances,  10 
Slaughterhouses.  Mil 
Bakeries  8 
Factories  20 
Improvement  Grants.  32 
Building  Regulations.  1576 


MEAT  AID  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION: 

All  fresh  and  frozen  meat  is  brought  into  the  district  and  pre¬ 
sumed  inspected  at  source.  No  slaughtering  is  carried  out  within 
the  district. 

The  following  food  was  surrendered  at  retail  shops  in  the 
district  during  the  year. 

Beef  123  lbs.  -  Tainted. 

Corned  Beef  3  lbs.  -  Discoloured. 

Packages  of  Frozen  Food  -  Fish  (various)  -  74  ) 

Meat  (various)  -  51  ) 

Ice  cream  -  373  ) 

Vegetables  (various)  111  ) 


break¬ 

down 

of 

refriger 

ation. 
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Appendix  to  District  Reports: 


1. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  -  WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  U.D.C. 


INSPECTIONS 


Part  1  of  the  Act 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,2,3*4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect 0 7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

132 

251 

11 

! 

! 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sect ,7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excl.  out¬ 
workers5  premises) 

| 

I 

j 

I 

Total 

132 

251 

11 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

j 

Number  of  cases 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref< 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

srred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

*■* 

— 

, 

defective 

11 

11 

— 

- 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

11 

11 

- 

- 

■ 

1 

224 

3 
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3 


OUTWORKERS 

Making  wearing  apparel 
Brush  Making 


227 


Appendix  to  District  Reports:  (Continued) 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  -  HATFIELD  R.D.C. 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 0  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  19293?4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect  0 7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

118 

98 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sect  0 7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local. 
Authority  (exclo  out¬ 
workers  9  premises ) 

Total 

119 

99 

5 

- 

20  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 

j  Particulars 

L _ 7b  .  . , 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

.  _  (3) . 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were  institute 
(6) 

[./ant  of  Cleanliness 

— 

— 

|Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

<— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

5 

4 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Total 

u _ - - - 

5 

4 

1 -  .  . 

_ 

- 

3o  OUTWORKERS 

Making  wearing  apparel  6 

Making  curtains  and  furniture  hangings  1 
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Appendix  to  District  Reports:  (Continued) 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  -  WELWYN  R.D.C. 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 .  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3»4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

- 

— , 

I 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect ,7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

23 

29 

- 

I 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sect. 7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excl.  out¬ 
workers  *  premises ) 

20 

30 

— 

— 

Total 

43 

39 

- 

- 

1 

2*  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(3) 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

•mm 

0. 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

Other  offences 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

- 

— 

- 

3.  OUTWORKERS 

Making  wearing  apparel  1 . 

67 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


WELWYN  DIVISION  -  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES,  1968 


Throughout  1968  one  of  the  main  features  of  divisional 
administration  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Services  has  been  the 
increased  desire  and  opportunity  for  closer  cooperation  with  the 
other  branches  of  the  health  services  and  also  with  the  other 
departments  responsible  for  specialised  social  work  in  the  area® 

The  publication  of  the  Seebohm  Report  in  the  Autumn  and  the  Green 
Paper  on  the  reorganisation  of  the  Health  Services  has  not  only 
resulted  in  a  spate  of  conferences  and  reports  from  a  wide  range 
of  professional  and  local  authority  organisations ,  but  has  given 
impetus  to  speculation  on  the  effect  at  local  level  of  the  major 
administrative  changes  ahead®  It  is  important  to  ensure  as  far 
as  possible  that  the  emphasis  in  direction  should  conform  to  the 
general  pattern  likely  to  be  adopted  in  the  future,  to  ensure 
that  the  stall  are  fully  aware  of  the  changes  ahead  and  given 
full  opportunity  to  express  their  opinions  and  the  personal 
services  are  maintained  at  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  pending 
organisational  regrouping  in  the  future® 

Attachment  of  Nursing  Staff  to  Medical  Practices 

The  attachment  of  health  visitors  and  nurses  to  group  medical 
practices  which  commenced  at  Hatfield  in  March  1966  and  in  Potters 
Bar  in  April  1968  followed  requests  from  groups  of  general 
practitioners  who  were  moving  into  purpose  built  premises® 

Towards  the  end  of  1968  consideration  was  given  to  the 
reorganisation  of  the  health  visitors  and  nursing  staff  in  the 
remainder  of  the  division  who  were  still  working  in  geographical 
areas,  to  bring  them  into  line  with  the  rest  of  the  division® 
Experience  in  Hatfield  and  Potters  Bar  has  shewn  that  with  goodwill 
and  the  passage  of  time  the  system  works  well,  and  the  improvement 
in  communication  with  the  general  practitioners  is  appreciated  by 
the  Local  Authority  staff  and  is  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of  the 
patients®  This  applies  particularly  where  a  large  group  of  doctors 
is  working  from  purpose  built  premises,  with  a  treatment  room  avail¬ 
able  for  the  nursing  staff®  In  smaller  group  practices  cooperation 
has  to  be  developed  according  to  the  facilities  available® 

Where  there  is  no  change  in  surgery  arrangements  and  the 
general  practitioner  groups  are  small,  the  benefits  of  attachment 
are  inevitably  less®  Ideally  each  practice  should  have  its  own 
group  nursing  staff  who  would  be  self  sufficient,  but  where  the 
amount  of  district  nursing  or  midwifery  in  a  practice  does  not 
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warrant  this?  staff  have  to  be  shared®  Relief  has  to  come  from 
nursing  staff  attached  to  other  groups  and  it  may  at  times  appear 
to  the  staff  involved  that  they  are  working  with  as  many  doctors 
as  before  with  little  benefit  from  the  altered  working  conditions,) 

In  settled  areas  where  arrangements  for  district  nursing  care 
and  midwifery  have  worked  smoothly  over  a  number  of  years  with  no 
changes  in  the  nursing  staff?  one  is  tempted  to  wonder  how  far 
change  is  necessary  and  worthwhile  for  a  great  deal  of  care  is 
needed  in  arranging  the  changeover  to  more  positive  attachment 
and  the  staff  take  some  time  to  settle  down  to  their  new  routine ® 
However?  in  those  areas  where  attachment  has  been  fully  implemented 
for  some  time  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  doctors  and  Local  Authority 
nursing  staff  discover  a  fresh  impetus  from  their  direct  partnership 
which  greatly  adds  to  the  interest  and  scope  of  their  work  to  the 
benefit  of  their  patients  and  this  evidence  fully  justifies  the 
gradual  extension  of  the  group  attachment  scheme  throughout  the 
division ® 

Social  Work  Unit 

——■ii  -imw-n  i—3—^ioia 

The  field  staff  of  the  Social  Work  Unit  has  increased  from 
ten  to  eleven  and  the  volume  of  work  continues  to  increase ®  While 
much  of  the  work  of  the  individual  members  of  the  team  is  specialised 
their  activities  continue  to  be  well  integrated  with  frequent  consul¬ 
tation  and  cooperation  between  officers  both  individually  and  at  group 
discussions ®  Increasing  use  of  the  services  of  the  team  is  being  made 
by  the  local  medical  practitioners  and  voluntary  organisations,  and 
improved  liaison  with  the  Child  Care  Officers  is  leading  to  consid¬ 
eration  of  setting  up  a  common  case  register  to  ensure  closer  inte¬ 
gration  between  the  two  departments®  A  re-allocation  of  work  using 
an  additional  clerk/typist  has  enabled  better  use  of  professionally 
trained  staff® 


The  role  of  Occupational  Therapists  in  the  Unit  has  been  clearly 
defined  and  established®  This  role  is  fourfold 

1®  Assessment o 

2c  Treatment  and  Rehabilitation? 

including  the  use  of  remunerative  outwork® 

3°  Provision  of  aids  to  living  and  adaptions 
to  the  home® 

4®  Diversionary  occupational  therapy  in  the 

homes  of  the  physically  handicapped,  in 
clubs  and  in  residential  accommodation® 


It  appears  that  this  approach  has  enabled  the  Unit  to  retain  the 
services  of  two  qualified  and  experienced  Occupational.  Therapists® 
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...  ZW0+Seat°r  3*°iai  W°?ers  “del-taken  all  social  work  with 

the  Treatment  Centre  for  Drug  Addicts  in  Welwyn  Gar-den  City,  some 

forty  referrals  of  drug  users  having  been  accepted  during  the  year, 

^?^VidUal  casework  bas  been  undertaken ,  assistance  has  been  given 
with  Treatment  Groups  and  with  Parent  Groups ©  and  all  the  residents 

vicinity  of  Roe  Hill  House ,  Hatfield,  the  proposed 
rehabilitation  hostel,  have  been  visited© 


The  establishment  of  professional  social  work  standards  has 
led  to  recognition  of  the  Unit  as  an  approved  placement  for  the 
training  of  social  work  students  and  for  the  employment  of  trainee 
Psychiatric  Social  Workers©  Students  have  been  taken  from  the 
Enfield  College  of  Technology  and  the  North  Western  Polytechnic,, 
and  arrangements  entered  into  with  the  Edinburgh  University  The 
London  School  of  Economics  and  the  Institute  of  Medical  Social 
Workers© 


School  Health  Service 

It  is  now  four  years  since  the  scheme  of  selective  school 
medical  inspection  was  introduced  throughout  the  Welwyn  Division© 
While  it  is  still  early  to  assess  whether  the  main  purpose  of  the 
change  has  been  achieved,  i.e©  to  provide  a  more  comprehensive 
medical  examination  of  children  entering  school  with  better  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  follow  up,  support  and  supervision  of  pupils  with 
defects,  statistical  returns  in  the  School  Health  Section  certainly 
shew  a  significant  increase  in  the  number  of  defects  disclosed  at 
the  entrant  medical  examination  and  the  number  with  defective 
hearing  in  primary  schools©  While  the  majority  of  these  defects 
are  already  known  to  the  parent  and  under  the  supervision  of  the 
medical  practitioner,  handicaps  previously  undetected  are  sometimes 
found,  and  the  parents  welcome  the  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
progress  and  needs  of  their  children  in  the  school  setting  with  the 
medical  officer  and  school  nurse©  Certainly  the  Heads  of  schools 
and  the  staff  of  the  school  health  section  welcome  the  selective 
scheme  which  focuses  attention  upon  those  children  in  need  of 
treatment  and  supervision© 

Plantar  warts  or  verrucae  on  the  feet  continue  to  cause  much 
short  term  discomfort  in  each  town,  the  spread  in  schools  being 
directly  attributable  to  the  increased  attendance  at  heated  swimming 
pools©  Children  with  verrucae  are  banned  from  using  school  pools 
until  the  wart  has  been  treated  but  in  spite  of  trials  no  effective 
means  has  been  found  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  virus  condition 
on  the  floors  of  swimming  pools©  The  most  careful  attention  to 
sterilization  with  chlorinated  water,  formalin  solution  or  proprietary 
iodine  compounds  has  not  succeeded  in  reducing  the  spread  of  the 
verrucae  at  schools© 


71 


During  the  year  the  building  was  commenced  of  the  new  junior 
mixed  school  for  educationally  retarded  pupils  in  Welwyn  Garden 
City  to  be  opened  in  January  1970,  but  severely  physically  handi¬ 
capped  pupils  still  need  to  be  admitted  to  special  schools  outside 
this  division  unless  special  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  staff  of  a  local  school o 

Measles  Vaccination 

An  intensive  vaccination  campaign  was  promoted  as  soon  as 
adequate  supplies  of  live  measles  vaccine  became  available  in  the 
early  summer  to  ensure  that  children  susceptible  to  the  disease 
received  their  protection  before  the  expected  biennial  surge  in 
the  incidence  of  the  disease e  Priority  was  given  to  children  up 
to  seven  years  of  age  attending  nursery  groups  and  primary  schools, 
and  to  handicapped  children  likely  to  be  undtily  upset  by  an  attack 
of  the  disease o 

The  majority  of  general  practitioners  played  a  part  in  the 
campaign  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  some  three  thousand  young 
children  had  been  protected 0  A  small  number  of  reactions  to  the 
vaccine  were  reported  by  practitioners  and  visited  but  the  high 
temperatures  and  occasionally  morbilliform  rashes  rapidly  resolved 
usually  within  forty-eight  hours  and  no  serious  sequelae  were 
reported o 

By  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  apparent  that  the  number  of 
children  protected  had  proved  sufficient  to  render  measles 
practically  non  existent  throughout  the  division  leading  one  to 
hope  that  the  continued  use  of  the  vaccine  will  give  rise  to  the 
virtual  disappearance  of  the  disease  and  the  avoidance  of  much 
ill  health  and  misery  among  young  children0 

Population  Screening  for  Cancer  of  the  Cervix  of  the  Uterus 

This  service  commenced  in  1967  for  women  above  twenty-five 
years  and  was  continued  during  1968  at-  three  central  clinics  in 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Hatfield  and  Potters  Bar©  The  test  is  for 
apparently  healthy  women  and  in  addition  to  the  taking  of  a 
cervical  smear  the  opportunity  is  taken  to  examine  the  breasts 
and  a  specimen  of  urine  for  abnormality^  The  patient  and  her 
family  doctor  are  informed  of  the  result  and  any  treatment  which 
is  necessary  is  arranged  or  carried  out  by  the  family  doctor 0 
Women  are  recommended  to  have  the  test  at  five-yearly  intervals 0 

During  the  year  the  demand  for  the  test  has  fallen  off 
despite  considerable  publicity  so  that  the  waiting  time  for  a 
test  has  been  eliminated  in  Hatfield  and  Potters  Bar0  The  service 
is  made  available  to  women  attending  the  gynacecological  department 
of  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  for  examination  and  also  at  the 
post  natal  sessions  there 0  A  number  of  smears  are  also  regularly 
taken  at  the  family  planning  sessions  throughout  the  division  and 
a  smaller  number  by  general  practitioners o 
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In  view  of  the  declining  demand  for  the  test  the  large 
industrial  concerns  in  the  area  have  been  approached  with  a 
request  for  the  scheme  to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  women 
employees  and  for  the  cytology  team  to  take  the  smears  either  in 
the  medical  department  of  the  factory  or  in  the  nearest  local 
authority  clinic,  if  the  former  is  not  suitable,,  This  request 
has  met  with  a  most  encouraging  response  both  in  arranging 
publicity  and  providing  facilities  for  the  team  to  visit  the 
factory .  Dr®  Last  observes  that  these  women  are  almost  entirely 
working  wives,  many  with  children  still  at  school  who  would  not 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  service  in  any  other  circumstances® 

A  high  proportion  of  these  women  come  from  social  classes  3S  4 
and  5,  which  are  known  to  be  those  most  at  risk  of  cervical  cancer® 
In  view  of  the  frequent  changes  of  staff  in  factories,  it  is 
proposed  to  revisit  the  participating  firms  at  annual  intervals® 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  women  attending  the 
three  clinics  and  factory  sessions  throughout  the  year® 


Clinic 

No®  of  Women 
Attending 

Waiting  list 
31.12.68® 

Welwyn  Garden  City 

1,343 

l8l 

Hatfield 

779 

47 

Potters  Bar 

833 

73 

Factory  sessions 

323 

- 

Fifteen  women  were  referred  to  their  family  doctors  for 
further  investigation  following  the  laboratory  reports  of  abnormal 
cells  in  their  smears® 

Drug  Taking  in  Mid  Hertfordshire 

General  Situation  -  April  1969 

The  problem  of  drug  addiction  in  Great  Britain  was  explored  in 
detail  by  the  Inter  Departmental  Committee  on  Drug  Addiction,  (The 
Brain  Committee)  set  up  in  1933.  Its  first  report  in  1961  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  problem  was  static  and  that  no  special 
measures  needed  to  be  taken®  At  that  time  although  a  large  number 
of  prescriptions  for  amphetamines  either  alone  or  in  combination 
with  barbiturates  were  dispensed,  abuse  of  these  drugs  was  rare® 
However,  by  1961  statistics  collected  by  the  Home  Office  already 
showed  that  this  assessment  needed  to  be  revised  and  by  1964  it  was 
necessary  for  the  Brain  Committee  to  be  reconvened  to  again  study 
the  situation  and  make  recommendations®  The  second  report  of  the 
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Committee  in  1965  drew  attention  to  the  serious  abuse  of  the  use 
of  drugs  and  recommended  certain  changes  in  the  law  which  were 
implemented  through  the  requirements  of  the  Dangerous  Drugs 
Act,  1967 • 

1#  The  notification  of  addicts  to  dangerous  drugs 
to  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Home  0fficeo 

20  Limiting  tne  right  to  prescribe  heroin  or  cocaine 
to  those  doctors  holding  a  special  licence 0 

3o  The  setting  up  of  treatment  centres  in  the  three 
cities  backed  by  in-patient  hospital  treatment 0 

40  The  encouragement  of  research  into  all  aspects 
of  drug  addiction0 

5o  The  setting  up  of  a  Standing  Advisory  Committee 
to  keep  under  review  the  whole  field  of  drug 
dependence o 

6„  The  provisions  of  the  Dangerous  Drugs  Act,  1967 
relating  to  notification  were  brought  into  action 
in  February  1968  followed  in  April  by  the  restriction 
to  the  prescribing  of  heroin  and  cocaine c  Later  in 
the  ye  sir  by  agreement  between  the  medical  and  pharma¬ 
ceutical  professions  the  prescribing  of  methedrine  was 
temporarily  suspended 0 

Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfield 

Early  in  1968  the  drug  situation  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  and 
Hatfield  gave  rise  to  grave  concern  when  it  was  realised  that  some 
forty  young  persons  between  the  ages  of  18  and  24  were  taking  heroin, 
obtaining  their  supplies  mainly  through  well  established  sources  in 
the  London  area  and  that  a  number  of  these  young  people  had  progressed 
from  sporadic  to  regular  use  of  heroin  and  were  thus  already  fully 
addicted  to  the  drugo  Evidence  of  increasing  interest  in  the  use  of 
drugs  by  younger  children  still  attending  school  was  also  a  cause  for 
concern,  especially  when  it  became  known  that  this  was  leading  to 
experimentation  and  that  two  girls  had  been  injecting  themselves  with 
heroin® 

The  measures  taken  to  deal  with  this  urgent  problem  in  Mid  Herts 
conformed  closely  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Brain  Committee  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  an  appraisal  of  their  effectiveness  had  been 
attempted®  The  following  measures  were  introduced  during  the  spring 
and  summer  to  meet  the  situation® 


74 


Treatment  Facilities 


n  April  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board 
with  the  approval  and  assistance  of  the  County  Health  and  Welfare 
Committee  opened  the  Addiction  Centre  at  Trevelyan  House,  Welwyn 
Garden  City  in  view  of  the  particularly  serious  problem  in  the" two 
towns *  The  Centre  was  soon  transferred  to  more  commodious  premises 
at  Gooseacre  Health  Centre,  a  weekly  session  being  held  from  6o00 
to  8o30  p.m.  on  Friday  evenings  with  Drc  McClure,  Psychiatrist,  and 
Dr.  Trevarthen  in  medical  charge  supported  by  a  team  of  selected 
nurses  from  Queen  Elizabeth  II  hospital  and  two  social  workers  of 
the  Local  Health  Authority.  The  Centre  continued  throughout  the 
year  with  an  average  attendance  of  sixteen  to  eighteen  per  session, 
a  total  of  seventy-one  young  persons  attending  the  Centre  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  Centre  maintains  close  contact  with  the 
general  practitioners  and  with  the  hospital  psychiatric  unit  and 
with  the  whole  range  of  social  work  departments  in  the  two  towns. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  gas  chromatography  was  made  available  at 
Hill  End  Hospital  as  an  aid  to  diagnosis  and  follow  up. 

From  the  Addiction  Centre  selected  persons  have  been  admitted 
to  the  wards  of  the  Psychiatric  Wing  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Hospital  for  in  patient  treatment  leading  to  withdrawal  or  substi¬ 
tution  from  their  drugs.  Throughout  the  year  some  six  to  eight 
patients  were  regularly  under  treatment  by  Dr.  McClure  in  the 
hospital  and  it  was  found  that  a  larger  number  of  drug  takers  in 
the  hospital  unduly  disturbed  the  care  of  the  other  psychiatric 
patients  in  the  unit.  Two  hospital  psychiatric  social  workers 
with  two  social  workers  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  members 
of  the  nursing  staff  formed  a  support  group  and  twice  weekly  case 
discussions  are  held  with  a  parent  counselling  group  and  occu¬ 
pational  therapy.  On  discharge  from  hospital  former  addicts  may 
continue  to  attend  as  day  patients  or  transfer  to  the  Addiction 
Centre.  In  addition  to  those  attending  the  local  treatment 
facilities  a  small  number  of  drug  takers  attend  hospitals  and 
treatment  centres  in  the  London  area. 

Social  Work  Support  and  Rehabilitation 

Two  experienced  social  workers  of  the  Local  Authority  joined 
with  the  hospital  social  workers  and  nursing  team  engaged  in  this 
work  to  provide  support  on  both  a  personal  and  a  group  basis.  A 
close  link  has  been-  established  with  the  probation  officers,  child 
care  officers,  youth  employment  officers  and  the  community  youth 
leaders.  The  majority  of  drug  takers  have  been  maintained  in 
regular  employment  although  frequent  crises  and  changes  of  employ¬ 
ment  necessitate  close  liaison  between  the  various  departments 
giving  support. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  a  residential  rehabilitation 
centre  for  the  small  group  of  former  drug  takers  without  adequate 
support  from  the  home  and  family  background  who  have  been  treated 
for  their  addiction  and  need  close  support  on  the  long  and  difficult 
path  to  full  rehabilitation.  Consideration  is  being  given  to  the 


75 


setting  up  of  such  a  rehabilitation  centre  at  Roe  Hill  House,  Hatfield 
with  the  approval  of  the  Local  Committee  of  the  Commission  for  the 
New  Towns,  and  the  Hatfield  Rural  District  Council® 

The  youth  leaders  in  Hatfield  provide  active  support  for  drug 
takers  in  the  local  youth  clubs,  personal  links  and  special 
activities  had  been  developed  for  those  with  drug  problems  inspite 
of  the  risk  of  drug  passing  among  club  members®  The  youth  employ¬ 
ment  officers  have  been  particularly  helpful  in  giving  advice  on 
suitable  career  prospects  for  former  drug  takers  and  on  the  training 
required  for  new  careers®  Useful  contacts  have  been  established 
with  employers  willing  to  accept  former  drug  takers  and  willing  to 
assist  in  their  rehabilitation®  As  a  group  the  drug  takers  lack 
incentives,  often- prove  unreliable  workmen  and  need  patient  handling 
as  they  often  revert  to  old  practices  after  showing  initial  promise 
when  they  have  money  in  their  pockets®  In  general  those  attending 
the  local  centre  and  under  local  supervision  show  better  prospects 
of  steady  progress  towards  rehabilitation  than  those  attending 
London  treatment  centres,  where  it  is  easy  for  them  to  continue 
undesirable  contacts® 

Two  school  girls  found  to  be  taking  drugs  early  in  the  year 
came  under  the  supervision  of  Dr®  Roper  of  the  School  Psychiatric 
Service  and  have  received  treatment®  One  now  attends  a  residential 
school  where  she  has  made  good  progress  and  the  other  has  left  and 
is  continuing  in  full  time  further  education®  Both  will  continue 
to  need  support  but  show  promise  of  overcoming  their  past  difficulties® 
Two  young  male  drug  takers  after  treatment  have  been  admitted  to  the 
local  health  authority  mental  health  hostel,  Spring  House,  in  Welwyn 
Garden  City  until  they  are  able  to  make  more  permanent  arrangements® 

The  Education  of  Pupils  and  School  Children 
on  the  Dangers  of  Drug  Taking 

The  programme  of  parent  teacher  discussions  arranged  in  19&7 
for  secondary  schools  was  continued  during  the  year,  attended  by 
the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  Dr®  Gander®  Discussions  with 
the  staffs  of  secondary  schools  have  also  been  held  on  the  main 
aspects  of  addiction  in  particular  to  agree  upon  a  general  frame 
work  for  introducing  discussions  on  this  topic  within  the  school 
curriculum®  There  was  general  agreement  that  this  topic  should  be 
included  in  discussions  on  personal  relationships  and  social 
adolescents  commencing  when  children  are  thirteen  years  of  age 
and  continuing  throughout  secondary  school  life®  Short  discussions 
with  small  groups  of  sixth  form  leavers  in  the  library  have  also 
proved  effective®  Teachers  still  request  more  factual  information 
to  assist  them  in  organising  discussions  in  their  class  groups  and 
a  display  unit  showing  the  drugs  used®  Specimens  of  the  booklets 
available  have  been  prepared  for  circulating  to  staff  rooms  of 
secondary  schools®  A  fortnightly  series  of  addresses  and 
discussions  on  the  problems  of  adolescence  has  been  arranged  at 
the  College  of  Further  Education  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  for  the 
staffs  of  secondary  schools  and  health  department  staff  and  it  is 
hoped  to  include  a  second  series  on  the  problems  of  personal 


76 


^*®lciti.OH-sh.ips  and  social  responsibilities  including  smoking , 
venereal  diseases  and  drug  taking  in  the  autumn  of  1969„  The 
selection  and  training  of  suitable  members  of  the  teaching  staffs 
in  secondary  schools  to  undertake  pupil  counselling  is  now  being 
extended  to  many  secondary  schools 0 

Co-Ordinating  Study  Group 

One  of  the  principal  difficulties  for  those  engaged  in 
combating  the  drug  situation  is  to  obtain  up  to  date  information 
on  the  situation  in  the  area0  For  this  purpose  a  coordinating 
study  group  was  formed  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  in  April 
representing  the  professions  and  Local  Government  departments  in 
Mid  Hertfordshire  concerned  in  combating  drug  takingo  Meetings 
have  been  arranged  bi-montly  and  have  resulted  in  a  valuable 
exchange  of  confidential  information  and  discussion  on  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  preventive  measures 0  Opportunity  is  taken  to  circulate 
confidential  technical  reports  to  members  and  periodic  reports  on 
the  local  situation  are  prepared  for  the  information  of  the  district 
councils,  local  public  bodies  and  the  general  public o 

Present  Situation 


At  the  meeting  of  the  coordinating  study  group  in  December 
1968,  the  following  opinions  were  expressed  on  the  progress  of 
treatment  rehabilitation  and  preventive  education  in  Mid 
Hertfordshire  over  the  past  year0 

The  original  groups  of  heroin  takers  have  all  received 
treatment  for  their  addiction  mainly  by  substituting  physeptone, 
a  less  harmful  and  less  addictive  drugo  No  heroin  has  been 
prescribed  at  the  hospital  or  clinic  since  September  1968 „  No 
new  heroin  takers  have  come  to  notice  in  recent  months  and  this 
drug  is  scarce  due  to  restrictions  on  use  and  the  high  price „ 
Some  of  the  former  heroin  takers,  particularly  those  seeking 
treatment  early,  shew  promise  of  being  less  dependent  on 
physeptone  or  other  drugs  with  general  improvement  in  conduct, 
health  and  morale,  but  the  road  to  full  recovery  is  long  and 
fraught  with  many  pitfalls  and  it  is  still  early  to  give  a  firm 
prognosis  for  those  who  have  received  treatment «  Those  young 
people  with  unsupportive  or  disturbed  home  background  are  in 
urgent  need  of  a  residential  rehabilitation  centre o 

With  heroin  and  methedrine  largely  off  the  market,  young 
persons  determined  to  continue  experimenting  with  drugs  have 
turned  to  a  variety  of  alternatives,,  While  these  substances 
often  cause  severe  local  inflammation  when  injected  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  vein  they  do  not  have  the  addictive  and  epidemio¬ 
logical  dangers  of  heroin  and  methedrine „  Cannabis  smoking  at 
weekend  parties  continues  to  be  reported  throughout  the  area  but 
there  has  been  no  increase  in  recent  months «,  It  is  difficult  to 
assess  the  real  trend  until  the  summer  months  but  due  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  police,  youth  leaders  and  parents,  young  people 
may  well  be  losing  interest  in  reefer  smoking  in  this  locality,, 
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Wide  publicity  among  parents  and  older  school  children  on 
the  dangers  of  drug  addiction  has  certainly  resulted  in  a  more 
responsible  attitude  by  the  majority  of  school  leavers e  At  present 
there  is  no  problem  of  drug  taking  among  children  of  school  age  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  resistance  will  continue  with  the 
realization  of  the  great  perils  incurred  fully  inculcated  in  the 
minds  of  school  leavers  <>  The  volume  of  supportive  work  provided 
by  the  various  social  work  departments,  youth  workers  and  voluntary 
organisations  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  is  encouraging  and  well 
coordinated o  Nevertheless,  the  habitual  drug  taker  has  proved  to 
be  the  most  intransigent  and  often  disappointing  client  needing 
the  full  support  and  understanding  of  the  doctor,  skilled  social 
worker,  family  and  community 0 
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